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- PREFATORY LETTER. 


TO THE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 


2 to the 17th articfe of our regnlations, and 
alſo in obedience to your orders, we pnblifh the Cor- 
zeſpondence of the Executive Committee. It gixes us ite 
greateſt pleaſure that we are enabled, at the preſent juntare, 
to ſubmit fuch a variety of Correſpondence to your notre; 
being fully convinced it muſt be particulariy graciiying to 
your feelings, eſpecially when yow call to Ncollectum be 
very trying ſituation in which the London Corxei pong 
Society have fo recently been placed. 


Not long ſince, it might with great propriety ha re been : 


compared to a diſtreſſed veſſel, labouring with. rolheg feas 
and adverſe winds, without hopes of relict, even it fta could 
have made a ſheltering port; as from the ignorant ar d bar- 
barous ſtate of the inhabitants of the coat on wtach the was 
labouring, her crew were ſtrongly fuſpected of bein pirates, 
and conlequently enemies to civihzed fociety ;; add to tus 
calamity, her moſt fkilful navigators were i the hands of 
an enemy, and the moſt experienced part of the fatiors ether 
waſhed overboard, or through defpair, continually deſe mg 
her; by trufting themſelves tothe mercy of rude the zilancters, 
Thus fituated, in anxious expectation, the temaimmg crew 
await the approaching defolation that thzeatens them, when at 
length the tempeſt abates, veffels put off, ſeize her as a prize 
and convey her into port; there the paſſes the ordeal ot in- 
veſtigation; when her innocence is mantteſted, and her crew 
congratulated on the dangers they have eſcaped, their ſhp is 
ſuffered to refit, and puts to fea with greater Ipirit than ever. 
Such precitely was our {ination the greateſt part of laſt 
th at leaſt until the deliverance of our dear amd mich re- 
petted fellow. citizens; by which happy event, our fentions 
were proved pure, and our inno ence mantfe/trd 4 the 
ame and red of our vile ercufers. The wranmel aud 
unekampled proſecution we endured trom an apoftate and 
ſanguinary junto, occafioned many umid members u. c fert 
us in the hour of danger, by which our numbers were con- 


ſiderably 


(4 ) 

fiderably leſſened, and conſequently our finances were much 
ſtraitened, at a time when we werenecefſanily,expoſed to 
heavy expence by ſupporting ſeveral members in their tedious 
impriſonment, with other contingencies to which we were 
expoled ; by which means our treaſury was exhauſted, and 
the Society became burthened with heavy debts. 

This was our ſtate at the commencement of the preſent 
year; but thanks to the aſſiduous exertions of the then active 
members, and the patriotic bounty of our fellow countrymen, 
we were ſoon enabled to diſcharge theſe pecuniary incum- 
brances, BE et 

Until the beginning of March, our numbers ſlowly increal- 
el, and we could muſter no more than ſeventeen actual di- 
viſions. At this period our unanimity was diſturbed, and 
our very exiſtence endangered, by the unhappy diſſentions 
of ſome of the moſt active members]; the reſult of which was 
the contending parties ſeceding, and forming two t Societies 
now in correſpondence with ours. Theſe unfortunate dif- 
terences gave riſe to the circular letter being ſubmitted to the 
Society, the happy effefts of which were almoſt inſtantaneouſly 
experienced; as it produced that uninterrupted tranquillity 
which has fince prevailed among the different diviſions. 

By this conciliatory meaſure, new energy was given to 
all the members, w ho exerted themſelves with the utmoſt ac- 
tivity ; by which condutt, converts abundantly flocked to our 
ſtandard, and we ſoon had the inexpreſſible pleaſure of num- 
bering upwards of thirty exiſting diviſions, 

Thus had we once more the ſatistaction of beholding our 

rinciples actively propagating among our countrymen, with 
the greateit ſucceſs ; and receiving additional reſpect from 
the perſecution they had endured. 

During the embarraſſed flate of our affairs, our ſole at- 
tention being taken up with the variety of important buſineſs 
in which we were engaged, we had in a great meaſure ne- 
glected our country friends, by which negle& they naturally 
concluded we were no longer m exiſtence ; but as ſoon as the 
reverſe was aſcertained, and they were acquainted with our 
{ucceſs, they inſtantly aroſe from the inactive ſtate into which 
they. bad fallen, and eagerly renewed their correſpondence, 
as appears by the various epiſtles in this publication. 
When the ſociety had become re- organized, ſeveral mem- 
bers began to turn their attention towards calling a general 

5 | | meeting 
i The London R-fyrming Society, and the Society of the Friends of Liberty. 
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in 


chair, It ſeemed as if the whole Britiſh Nation had con- 
* yened itſelt upon this r occaſion.” Never was 
ſo vaſt an aſſemblage conducted in ſo orderly and peaceable 
a manner, and never did Ariſtocracy witneſs ſo formidable a 
body of opponents to their diabolical ſyſtem; in fact, every 
individual ſeemed to have delineated in his countenance the 
conviction that“ ſomething muſt be done“ for his country. 
The happy manner in which this truly glorious attempt was 
received, and the effects it produced on the people, mani. 
ſeſted to the oppoſers of the meeting, that their tears were 
ill grounded, and in general they have candidly acknowledg- 
ed the ſame. | 
vince the meeting, the happy conſequences reſulting from 
it have been ſufficiently experienced; the Society has multi. 
plied on the average a hundred and fifty new members each 
week; its actual diviſions have riſen to between ſeventy and 
eighty in number, and are ſtill rapidly increaſing : It has 
alſo inſpired new vigour into the country patriots, who are 


organiſing themſelves as faſt as poſſible, and requeſting our co- 
; 28 operation; 
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operation. Advices are continually arriving of new ſocieties 
ſpringing up in various parts of the nation, profeſſing the 
fame principles as thoſe on which ours is founded. 
From theſe circumſtances, we have every reaſon to believe 
That our labours have not been. in vain, and that the day is 
not as fax diſtant, as ſome have imagined, when the correlative 
excrtions of the friends to Relorm will be. crowned with ſuc- 
eels; an cvent that will reſtore to our country their long-loſt. 
right in forming ſuch regulations as will effettually relieve 
them from their preſent calamities, and totally preclude ariſ- 
tocracy from plunging chem into ſimilar ſituations for the 
Uture. 7 

Such, Citizens, is a faint ſketch: of our Society ſince the 
perſecution; ſuch is the ſituation we {land in at the preſent 
-rif1s; and ſuch is the proſpett before us reſpecting the at- 
tainment of our moſt ſanguine expettations, 4 

We prelume no ſriend to Reform will accuſe us of egotiſm, 
when we advance, that conſidering the difficulties it has en- 
countered, and the potent perſecution it has endured, the 
London Correiponding Society has exceeded the molt ardeny 
wilhes of 11s firmeſt friends, in the promotion of that enquiry 
amongſl their deluded countrymen, by which convittion 
has flalhed in the minds of counitets thouſands of the neceſ- 
fity there 1s for unuing to obtain unwer/al ſuffrage and an- 
nual parl:aments. 2 

It now remains only for vs to requeſt your favourable in- 
dulgencc in criticifing upon ſuch language as may offend the 
chaſte cars of the prolound grammarian, tor we are well af. 
fired many ſuch defetts can eaſily be pointed out; but to 
thoſe who may chuſe to act in ſuch a manner, we only ob- 
lerve, that moſt of the letters hereia contained were not writ- 
ten with the intention of being publiſhed, but merely as the 
correfpondence of private individuals, which, after being read, 
was to be ſeen no more. The rezſons our Society has 
adopted the reſolution of printing quarterly all the Corre- 
fpondence of their Exccuttve Commuttee, we believe will a 
pear very firiking, when it is conſidered what a handle the 
«ttorney general and his worthy coadjutors made (in their lon 
winded ipeeches at the late STATE T&IALS)of the SteRERT 
CoMMI1TEEAnd their SECRET CORRESPONDENCE: And 
alſo the right every individual citizen has ot being put in 
poſſeſſion of the trauſactions of the executive department 
of that government which he contributes to ſupport, and 


1 | which 


ERP 1 
which ought to be one of the primary privileges of a dems- 


cratic inſtitution. 6 | 
We ſcarcely confider it nece ſſary for us to explain the res- 
ſons which have urged us to ſuppreſs the ſignatures of the 
letters, as we apprehend they are ſufficiently obvious to all 
our fellow-citizens. | 
Nothing elle is. neceſſary for us to notice, except exhort- 
ing every member firmly to ſtand forwards, the avowed and 
determined champion of thatglorious cauſe tor which we have 
aſſociated; a caule ſupported by reaſon and truth, and which 
eventually will be triumphant over all the malevolent machi- 
nations that a vindictive Ariſtocracy can ſuggeſt.) 


Wilking it may ſoon be brought to this . 
We conclude, in civic affeftion, 524 
Your Selle Glam ..: 5... Fo 
Compoſing the Commitee of Arrangements ; 
Fl ood 

JOHN. MOODY, ,..,., 
JOHN MAXWEII. 

_ JAMES LAPWORTH. 


Oftober 14, 1795. 
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Received from MAURICE MARGAROT, late Delegate 
from the London Correſponding Society to the CON. 


VENTION which aſſembled at Edinburgh, November 
1793, for the laudable purpoſe of conſidering the belt 
dle means of obtaining a A HN in che Commons out 
of Parliament | 
For ſuch ſeditious i intention ſeveral of the Members were 
whom was Margarot), tried, convicted and 
ſentenced by the Lords compoſing the HighCourt of juſti- 


| Ciary of Ssetland. to tranſportation. for FOURTEEN | 


YEARS beyond Seas, or in other words, to ſuffer exile for 
that term; with every-ſpecies of Malefactors, ongbe inhoſ- 
pitable ſhore of New South Wales. 
This ſevere ſentenee s executed withall poſſible rigour, 

in the adminiſtration of the“ Heaven Born” WILLIAM 
PITT; and is unexampled for its excefhve cruelty, ſince 
the puniſhments inflicted by the atrocious and ſanguinary 
yu E JEFFRIES; on thoſe glorious Patriots who brave- 
ſtood forward to reſiſt the arbitrary mandates of that vin- 
ive ap Devens 1 Tyrant JAMES THE SECOND, which 
everity - 2 hurled him from the Britiſh 

Throne, an e the er for the boaſted REVOLU- 


SEO * T 


4 2 
To the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


Rio · de. janciro, 10th July 1794. 


MY DIAREST FAIENDS, 


H eagerneſs I 8 this opportunity of letting you 
hear from me, a being on the eve of her de- 
arture for a Spaniſh Port in Bay of Biſcay ; as a favour 
F. am indulged with leave to ſend this letter by her, which I 
Hope will reach you ſafe. 

© We arrived here on the 4th inſtant, after a very pleaſant 

paſlage, having neither met adverſe winds, nor enemies ſhips. 
Mrs, Margarot and myſelf have hitherto experienced the moſt 
genteel treatment . „ „ „4 , Who, if I am not _ 
taken 


1 


tak en, poſſeſſes too much ſenſe, and too honeſt an heart, not 
to wiſh well to the cauſe of mankind ; and therefore fo much 
our friend, that were we together in London, I would plead 
for his admiſhon into our Society, The harmony of the ſhip 
has been greatly interrupted by a villainous attempt of ſome 
of the convicts to riſe, murder the Captain and ſuch as they 
thought. would not enter into their plot, and then have 
ſteered for America. It is with great grief I acquaint you 
that ſome of the ringleaders to ſave themſelves have impeach- 
ed many others, among whiom are Palmer and 8 and 
thoſe two Gentlemen have now the misfortune to be doubly 
priſeners; inſomuch that night and day a ſentry is placed 
over them, and they are permitted to ſpeak to no perſon in 
rivate. I ſincerely commiſerate their ſufferings, and from the 
ottom of my heart am aſſured of their innocence, which I 
make no doubt will appear when an inveſtigation takes place; 
the conſequence of this plot, however, will prove fatal to ſome 
of their vile accuſers. Conſcious of the rettitude of my in- 
tentions, and the juſtice of our Cauſe, I proceed on the voyage 
with pleafure— BOTANY BAY, the extent of my exile, 
ſhall be the place of my abode until my COUNTRY DOES 
JUSTICE TO HERSELF, AND TO ME; there and there 
alone, will I patiently wait the reſtoration of FREEDOM 
TO BRITAIN. | 
I hope it will not be long before that auſpicious day arrives, 
I believe I am of ſome ſervice here, not only to the Captain, 
but to the ſhip and crew, inconſequence of my being acquaint- 
ed with the language and cuſtoms of the country. We ſhall 
fail in eight or ten days, and I hope we ſhall accompliſh the 
remainder of our voyage in ſeven or eight weeks, | 
Mrs, Margarot deſires to be remembered to you all, 
Adieu, my dear Friend, | 
n ot for ever nor, perhaps for long, 
always remember your faithful 
MAURICE MARGAROT, 


— — 
LETTER THE SECOND FROM THE SAME. 
Rio- de qan rieo, 16th Judy, 1794. 
MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


FT'E R parting from cur Convoy on the 1ſt inſtant, we 
arrived here on the 4th, in company with the Eſſex, 
Contracter and Boddam Indiamen, and Swift loop of war.— 


B Soon 


Soon after our entrance into port, I wrote you a few lines in 
a great hurry, I am doubtful whether they will reach you 
any more than a f letter I wrote at ſea off the Cape- de- 
Verd Iſlands, and ſent by a veſſel bound to Antigua. 

In any other ſituation I ſhould deem it preſumption, were 
I thus often to intrude myſelf upon my friends; but in the 
preſent inſtance, I think it my duty to make you acquainted 
with the tranſactions of one devoted to the ſervice of his 
Country in particular, and of MANKIND IN GENERAL— 
It is not my hiſtory, but that of Parliamentary Reform, and. 
however trifling the incidents they ought to be related, in 
order that every perſon may be enabled to judge of the con- 
duct of thoſe who are Juffering in the cauſe of the People. 
Vith regard to wind and weather we can make no com- 

plaints, our voyage in thoſe reſpects has been very proſper- 
ous, and the tract we ſteered, completely put us out of the 
reach of the enemy; but while we thought ourſelves ſecure 
in all theſe points, an accident brought to light a circumſtance 
which, if exiſting, would have proved more ſerious than 
either adverſe winds, or French men of war ; it is ſaid mutiny 
was planned, and ready for execution, the diſcovery, 
whereof had it been delayed forty-eight hours longer, you 
would have received no more letters from your friend, nor 
have ever ſeen him again ; after cutting a few throats, the 
mutineers would have ſteered towards America, there to have 
met the reward they merited: It is with ſorrow I add that 
Palmer and Skirving are implicated therein, at leaſt in conſe- 
quence of the depoſition of one who has been admitted an evi- 
dence, and the confeſſions of ſome of the vingleaders, by which 
means the Captain has judged proper to put them under arreſt 
and prevent, {by a ſentinal placed over them night and day) all 
private communication with any perſon on board; three of 
the mutineers are in irons for the remainder of the voyage, 
and on our arrival at Botany Bay, a Court Martial will inveſ- 
tigate the whole buſineſs. 

Muir and myſelf have no reaſon hitherto for complaining, 
having experienced that kind of treatment which is naturally 
to be expected, from men thoroughly exempt from either Re- 
ligious or Political Bigotry, and ſuch there is on board our veſ- 
ict; but this is nothing ſtrange in Engliſhmen, for even amon 
the PORTUGUESE with whom I have converſed here, — 
thoſe not a few in number NOBLE and PEASANT, OFFl- 
CER and SOLDIER ; I find the Sun of Reaſon viſing faft and 
. were it poſſible to ſupply them with political pamphlets, they 
would very ſoon equal EUROPEANS, You ned not aſk 


7 This letter never came to hand, 


whether, 


* 


whether I have afforded every thing in my power; for Cod's 
Nie / ſend me out every ufeful publication to repleniſh my po- 
htical library. Having ever ſtudied to behave with propriety 
and ſteered clear of every ſnare laid to entrap me, I patheti- 
cally entreat my COUNTRY not to liſten to any idle tales 
which falſchood and malice may invent againſt me; my preſent 
ſituation. on board, that is to ſay the friendly treatment 1 have 
experienced fince my departure from England; has given 
birth to jealouſies and that paſhon does not always keep it- 
ſelf within the limits of truth and juſtice, I hope my Country 

will remember that I never have been the tool of any party or 
faction, that I am equally obnoxious to r and Oppoſetion 
and that I have none nor do I covet any friends among the Great, 
on the PEOPLE alone do I depend and firmly truſt they will 
not abandon one who boaſts not of tranſcendent abilities, but 
of unſhaken honefly in THEIR SERVICE. 

Mrs. Margarot as well as myſelf like this country much, in- 
habited by Freemen it would bea paradiſe underitanding ſome- 
thing of the Portugueſe language, I have been able to render 
a few ſervices to the ſhip ; but in doing this, Miniſtry may be 
allured, I have no eye to them. I neither expect nor would 
reccive any favour from their hands, 3 


Adieu my friend, 
- Add long remember 
Your faithful 


MAURICE MARGAROT, 


— hz: xy A 
— — - _ 
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— 
LETTER THE THIRD, FROM THE SAME. 
Syaney, New South IWales, Dec. 14, 1794. 
FELLOW-CITIZENS; 


NCLOSED, you have copies of a letter, written by me 
on my arrival here to the Lieutenant Governor, Major 
Groſe, and his ar{wer thereto, the friends of reform, will, I 
hope ſee it in a proper light, and take ſuch ſteps as may be 
neceſſary— he major's anſwer will explain to you my fitua- 
tion, and you will remember how I came here. To ſay what 
I could wiſh might be perilous, and to {well a letter unmean - 
ingly, 1s not my fort. 
My time here ſhall, be ſpent in obtaining informetion ;— 
I am already in poſſeſſion of ſome, This colony may in 
B 2 | | 
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time ſupport itſelf, but never can be of uſe to the mo- 
ther country, it is a mere whim of miniſtry 1ndulged at the 
expence of the public. From Rio de Janeiro, I wrote you the 
account of a conſpiracy on board our ſhip. The parties kept 
in confinement until our arrival here, have been ſet at liberty, 
without any farther inveſtigation of the matter ; my fellow 
priſoners in the cauſe, have met with a very friendly recep- 
tion, in conſequence of their bringing recommendations from 
great men, to perſons in power here; as for myſelf I had 
none ;—numbering no friend among the great, neither being 
concerned with any party; except that of the people, to whom 
I only belong ; aſſure them however, that whatever confidence 
they may have repoled in me, my conduftt ſhall never make 
them aſhamed, nor ſhall they ever repent their having choſen 
me to ſuffer in their cauſe. Adieu my friend. 

| your faithful 
| MAURICE MARGAROT. 


COPY OF A LETTER TO MAJOR OR. 
Sidney Cove, October, 29, 1794. 
r 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 


— a priſoner to this colony, in conſequence of a 
ſentence of tranſportation, paſſed againſt me, by the 
lord juſtice clerk of the high court of juſticiary, in Scotland, 
and approved by his Britannic majeſty; I, with all reſpe to 
thoſe officers who here att in his name, claim the reſtoration 
of my Freedom—Freedom, the common birth-right of Bri- 
tons, and to which 1 feel myſelf entitled, inaſmuch as 1 con- 
ceive my ſentence to be fulfilled on my arrival here—that 
{ſentence being tranſportation, not ſlavery; the latter unknown 
to our laws, and directly contrary to the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, as it was eſtabliſned by the revolution of 1688; which 
placed the preſent family on the throne, for the immediate 
purpoſe of more effectually protecting Britiſh freedom. It 
would therefore not be doing juſtice to my countrymen, when 
cheerfully - undergoing a long exile for their ſakes, were J 
hlently to ſuffer in my own perſon ſo great a violation of their 
charters, 

Unuſed to the more refined language of a courtier, I muſt 


entreat your honour not to be offended at the plain manner in 


which I.here expreſs myſelf ;—this caſe applies not to me 
alone, but to every Eriton, for if the executive power can 
| 8 e make 
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male one ſlave, it may make all ſo, Your honour will then, I 
hope, perceive the abſolute neceſſity I am under, of making 
ſuch my conſtitutional demand, and as lieutenant governor 


of this colony, you will, I truſt officially, and publicly reſtore 
to me my freedom, = 


Should it notwithſtanding, prove otherwiſe, I muſt take 

the liberty, whatever perſonal danger may impend, to enter 

a formal proteſt againft a refuſal, which 1 apprehend may be 

ſupported, but am certain cannot be juſtiked by thoſe to 

whom the executive power has been committed, 

With the greateſt reſpe&, I remain your honour's 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

MAURICE MARGAROT. 


es 
COPY OF MA FOR GROSE's ANSWER TO THE SAME. 
Sidney Cove, October 31, 1794- 

MR, MARGAROT, 


Have received your letter of the agth inſtant, which I ſup - 

1 poſe is written for the 3 of diſcovering with what 

atience I ſhall bear any ſeditious remarks you may hereafter 
> fit to entertain me with. 

I hope, fir, for your own ſake, our correſpondence is to 
cloſe here ; that inſtead of the preſident of fix thouſand per- 
ſons whom you boaſt to have harangued, you will now con- 
ſider yourſelf as the Convict from whom humility is expected, 
and to whom very little ceremony will be uſed, if the leaſt 
2 to diſturb the peace of this place is ever diſco- 
vered. 

There is every inclination on my part to accommodate your 
unfortunate ſituation, as far as it conſiſtently can be done. 
But this 1 have ſome idea does not anſwer your purpoſe ſo ex- 
actly as if you were able to complain of feiters and ſevere 
treatment; if this is at all your deſire, it is eaſy to be furniſh- 
ed with materials for a very long letter. For you may reſt al- 
ſured, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt, neither ſhall I have the 
leaſt heſitation of forcing as much good order from you, as 
from any other priſoner in the place. 

1 I am Sir, 
_ Your humble ſervant, &c: | 
FRANCIS GROSE. 


ON 


I 
ON theſe two Letters I muſt obſerve that the one is an 


evaſive and not a direct anſwer to the other, that my letter 
was neither of a feditious or enſnaring tendency, that it only 


ſpoke a Conſtitutional language in a peaceable, plain and 


reſpe&ttul manner, warranted by the Scotch Judges them- 
ſelves, who have repeatedly explained the meaning, of their 
Sentence to be, that, we were to recover our Liberty on our 
arrival here, and that we ſhould be permitted to leave the Set- 


tlement or to ſlay on it Juf as we pleaſed, the ſame has been re- 


peated in both Houſes of Parliament, uncontradifted by 
Miniſtry, and the People of Great Britain at this time are 
fully perſuaded that it is fo, 


The Lieutenant Governor's letter contains threat, ſup- 


poſes intentions and ſpeaks of his power and promptitude to 
puniſh ; but neither grants my requeſt, juſtifies his refuſal, 
nor indeed takes any notice of the ſole Conſtitutional point 
on which my letter 18 founded ; notwithſtanding, of this he 
may reſt aſſured that at preſent, neither inclination nor pru- 
dence, will permit me ta urge any thing farther, 

I have done. my duty towards my Country, and to my 
Country alone will I look tor deliverance, 


MAURICE MARGAROT, 


— —— 


To the Right Honourable EARL STANHOPE, 


Committee Room, Jan. 29, 1795, 


MY LORD, 


— . 


E think it a point of duty to our Country, that we 
/ ſhould offer your Lordſhip, our Thanks, for your 
Proteſt againſt the Motion of Adjournment, which was paſſed 
in the Houſe of Lords on the ſixth inſtant, and we truſt they 
will not be leſs acceptable to your Lordſhip, becauſe they 
come from men who have long ſuffered reproaches from va- 
rious combinations. The principles of our ſociety being calcu- 
lated to promote the benefit of our Country at large, we have 
no partial views, no perſonal attachments ; Fattions and Fac. 
titious Inſtitutions of every deſcription we deſpiſe, and we 
expett in conſequence to be calumniated by them. 
Much as apoitacy has damped the ardour of public confi- 
dence, and widely as it has diffuſed the gloom of ſuſpicious 
| . caution, 
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caution, we yet truſt we ſee in your Lordſhip's condutt the 
certain evidence of pure and liberal principles: actuated by 
ſuch a ſpirit of frankneſs and energy, as forms a direct con- 
traſt to the deſpotic plans and evaſive ſubterfuges of the pre- 
ſent Miniſtry, and which is as tranſcendently diſtinguiſh- 
able from the doctrine of their opponents, It were forming 
an ill opinion of our Country, were we to ſuppoſe the approba- 
tion of your Lordſhip's ſentiments, and the ſpirited and ex - 
plicit manner in which they have been delivered, were con- 
fined tothis Society, | | * 

We are perſuaded there are many thouſands, to whom 
theſe merits are equally obvious, but who from the prevalence 
of factious practices, the depraved ſtate of the conſtituted 
bodies, and the want of aſſociation among themſelves have no 
means of collecting each others opinions, But if ever that 
equal Repreſentation, which is the great object of this Socie- 
ty ſhall be attained, and the influence of party conſequently 
annihilated, we are aſſured it will not be in the power of ſo- 

hiſtry to depreciate, even in appearance the integrity and 
und judgment which do honour to your Lordſhip's ſenti- 
ments, | [4 TEL *- 
Signed in Name and by Order 
Of the London Correſponding Society, 
JAMES. POWELL, Prefident- 
J. BURKS, Secretary. 


TO THE MEMBERS OF Tax 
LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
| Man gfeld. fret, Feb. 14. 1795+ 


CITIZENS, 


2 leave to return you my cordial Thanks, for the very 
honourable and marked approbation, which you have 
given to the principles contained in my Proteſt, entered on 
the Journals of the Houſe of Lords on the ſixth of laſt month. 
At all times, it is proper to be frank; but, at ſuch a. period 
as the preſent, it is peculiarly neceſſary to be explicit. Nor do 
I any longer regret naving ſtood alone upon that occaſion, 
unce my conduct is approyed of by my Fellow Citizens. I 

. have 


Pry 
— 
a PRs — ee —· * Ma.) 


R =. n. 
. 


1 64 
have put my foot on the Rock of Liberty and Zuſticez and from 
that Rock, 1 never will depart. Believe me, Citizens, with 


great ſincerity and truth. 
| Your moſt faithful Fellow Citizen, 


STANHOPE, 
To his Grace the DUKE of PORTLAND: 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. 
Committee Room, Feb. Th 1798. 
MY rok DUKE, : 


obtain a Conſtitutional Renovation of the @mmons = 
Houſe of Parliament, has been the grand object to which 

all the exertions of the London Correſponding Society have 
been hitherto directed; and when they contemplate the pre- 


ſent ſituation of this Country, they are more than ever con- 


vinced of the neceſſity of purſuing this object with their 


 wonted firmneſs and perſeverance; for, omitting to ſpeak of 


its remedial effects on — grievances, they conceive that 


a Reformation ſo beneficial d,-by making Britons of one 
heart and one mind, ſecure this country from thoſe evils which 


+ Menace it, and which have already filled with deſolation and 


calamity the ſurrounding nations, 
Truſting therefore to the intrinſic importance, as well as 


the juſtice of their Cauſe, the Members of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society are not deſirous of ſecrecy, but are now, 
as they ever have been diſpoſed to lay their moſt important Reſo- 
lutions before the Public eye; and are ever anxious to ſubje& 
them to the ſevereſt ſcrutiny of officzal inveſtigation” 

But, although they are thus defirous that their Proceedings 
may acquire publicity, yet it is with the utmoſt diſguſt, th 
refle& on the introduftion to their Meetings of diſguiſed on. 
cenary SPIES; ſince in ſuch men as generally fill that deteſ- 
table office, every thing is to be feared, from their cunning, 
their falſchood/and their malice, Their cunning and malice 
would be jointly employed for the horrid purpoſe of leading 
unwary individuals to the adoption of raſh and injurious mea- 
tures, and their falſehood would aſſiſt them in furniſhing their 


maſters with horrid tales of conſpirators and treafons, which 


however falle and unfounded, might anſwer the purpoſe of 
| alarming 
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alarming, weak and timid men. The late Trials for High Trea- 
ſon have rendered it ſufficiently manifeſt that ſuch men will 
exerciſe the extenſive power of miſchief with which they are 
veſted, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the deſtruttion of thoſe over 
whom they are placed only as truſty guards, this being a mea- 
ſure eſſential to the perfettion of their defigns, ſince by pro- 
ducing the convittion of the viflim they have marked, they mag- 
nify the importance of their ſervices, and they hope to ſecure 
to themſelves an increated reward by adding to their accuſtom- 


ed hire the price of BLOOD, little caring that the conſequence 


of their perjured exaggeration is the murder an innocent man, 
and the ame and remorſe of their deluded employers. A re- 
cent application made to the Secretary of this Soctety® by a 
perſon employed in the Office, over which your Grace pre- 
ſides, renders it evident that Miniſtry {till entertain unjuſt ſuſ- 
picions of this Society, and are eager to obtain the informa- 
tion they want, by means of a concealed SPF. The Society, 
anxious to prevent the miſchievous conſequences which the 
have laboured to ſhew may reſult from their perſeverance in fo 
offenfroe a ſyſtem, offer with e ingenuouſneſs ta your 

race, the means of being furniſhed with all the information 
which Afiniſtry may require, and that IN AN HONEST AND. 
MANLY WAY. For this purpole it is pro oſed to your Grace 
TO SEND ONLY TO the GENERAL COMMITTEE of this 
Society, ſome perſon appointed by your Grace, to take a full 
and regular REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS at each AT- 
TING ; the Society only requiring that the Perſon appoint- 
ed be reſpeRtable for his integrity, and that ſuch means be 
adopted as may ſecure them from auy incidental miſrepreſen- 
tation, 

By the acceptance of this offer, the Members of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Seciety humbly conceive that the Admi- 


niſtrators of Government may obtain the fulleſt information 


reſpecting the object and intentions of this Society; and that 
with more ſatisfaction to the Public, more ſafety to the indi- 
viduals of this Society, and more honour to themfelves, thah by 
ſecretly employing as hireling Spics, men of the MOST INF A- 


 MOUS CHARACTERS, 


Signed in Name and by Order | 
| Of the London Correſponding Society, 


| JAMES POWEL, Preſident, 
JOSEPH BURKS, Secretary, 


+ Vide a Letter from Joſeph Burks (late Aſſiſtant Secretary to the 4 London 
Correſponding Society, and now Secretary to the Society of the ** Friends to Li- 
berty,””) which appeared in the Telegraph, on the 20th of laſt January, and 

in the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Jekyll, in the Debate upoù the Suſpen- 
| —＋ . Habeas Corpus Act, on FRIDAY, the 23d of the lame month. 
| C SECESSION 


| E 
SECESSION OF DIVISION XIE. 


To the GIVE RAT CommMITTEE of the Lownoy 
CoRRESRONDING SOCIETY, 
CITIZENS, 


> ITH painful regret it is, that we the Members of the 
Twelfth Diviſion, behold the diſſenſions that have ſo 
Jong continued to diſtratt thoſe Patriots who are aſſociated for 
the ſalutary 18 of a “ Reform in Parliament.” When a 
calamitous War is continued, when corruption ſtalks abroad, 
hen the Habeas Corpus Att is ſuſpended, it is not a time 
For thoſe whoſe purſuit is the good of their country, to cavil 
about trifles, or waſte their time in futile diſputes :—as ſuch 
py Diviſion has refrained, as much as poſſible, from enter- 
ng into thoſe perſonal diſputes which have too long agi- 
tated the © Correſponding Society;“ but they now find that 
you (the Committee of Delegates) haveaſſumed power which 
never belonged to you; that you have treated our Delegate 
with contempt and reproach ; that you have deſpiſed and 
neglected our motions, conſequently have broken the laws of 
the ſociety ; therefore we determined to be juſt, and reſolved 
not to eſtabliſh a precedent of ſuch baſe PhenitGon, do de- 
clare the ſocial compatt between us and you diſſolved; and as 
we ſhall moſt .probably inſtitute another ſociety, we hope 
hat no other ſtrife may take 2. between us, than “ Who 
all ſerve their country belt.” But this Diviſion, con- 
iderxing the embarraſſed ſlate of this ſociety, will and do hold 
themielves bound to contribute their quota towards the annj- 
| hilation of its debts, provided their ſubſcriptions be applieꝗ 
folely to that purpoſe. 


March go, 1795 · 


GEORGE STEAD, Chairman. 


— : 
ANSIWER TO THE SAME, 


Ta the Loxwon RErogminG Socir ry. 


eirisans, April 27, 1795. 


E received, with much concern, your anſwer to our 
deputation, containing your reaſons for ſeceding from 


| the London Correſponding Society. We cannot think, that in 
e E ER forwing 


| (ig) 
forming this Reſolution, you ſufficiently conſidered the fitua* 
tion in which, from various cauſes, we found ourſelve 
placed ; but it is no part of our preſent * to renew the 
agitation of buſineſs already determined. e chiefly wiſh to 
cultivate that friendſhip which you offer, atid to which we 
are greatly N by the equitable conduR to which you 
have pledged yourſelves reſpecting the pecuniaty affairs in 
which we are mutually concerned, 

We preſume you intend chiefly to putſue the ſame politi- 
cal courſe with ourſelves, namely, the diffuſion, by means of 
cheap publications, of ſuch knowledge as may tetid to awaken: 
the public mind to the neceſlity of Univerſal Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments ; and we doubt not you are well aware of 
the economical advaritage which attends the extenfive circu- 
lation df any particular work, when compared with the at- 
tempting too great a variety. And as we apprehend no mate 
rial difference will ever ariſe between dur ſentiments, we an- 
1 580 frequent opportunities of c- operation in this parti» 
cular. 

Wiſhing you ſucceſs in the great cauſe ih which. we are mu- 
tually engaged, we conclude in the name, and by order of 
the London Correſporiding Society, 


JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
* 


CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE DIVISIONS; 
BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


Committee Room, April 28, 17994 
eri us, | 


OU will have been informed by your Delegate, that the 
Diviſion ſixteen, previous to their ſeceſſion, ſent to the 
eneral Committee a requeſt to be informed, when and how 
the preſent temporary regulations were to ceaſe, and a per- 
manent conſtitution be eſtabliſhed. | 2 


You will likewiſe have heard, that the Divifioh ſix has 


fent a Motion of a fimilkr import. V our Committee, fully 


{ſenſible of the juſtice of theſe claims, and likewiſe aware of 


the difficulty of the buſineſa, are of opinion, they cannot bet- 
ter conſult the welfare of the Society, than by offering to all 
the Diviſions, a few remarks on the nature of conſtitution 
and the effects they are intended to produce. Nou mult be 
| CCT 


* 
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hey tru 
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be ſenſible, that great pains have been taken by the advocates 
of Tyranny, to repreſent this Society as being compoled of 
men who are deſtitute of any principles; and, however in- 
clined we might be to treat the aſſertions of ſuch characters 
with filent contempt, we cannot think the ſame conduct 
would be proper towards thoſe who are only culpable for their 
giving credit where it is not due, No doubt exiſts that many 
well-meaning perſons have long Iaboured under deceptions 
as to the truc d of this Society, and it highly behoves 
us to take every ſtep likely to remove ſuch deceptions. 
This, Gitizens,, we apprehend, cannot be better done than 
by giving to the Public an explicit declaration of our politi- 
cal principles; and having done ſo, we think it ſcarce ne- 
cellary to obſerve, that the regulations of our own Society 
ought to be conſiſtent with 6 TRY 
_ Inveſtigating with anxious care the cauſes of that diſſen- 
tion which has unhappily prevailed among us, on this ſubject 
your Committees find it has been generally occaſioned by the 


_ want of a medium of communication between thoſe Diviſions, 


in of which different doctrines have been actively propagated ; 
and as your Committees cannot ſupply this defect, without 
deſcribing in ſame degree the difference of thoſe doctrines, 

Fi their ſo doing will not ſubje& them to any ſuſpi- 
cion of being actuated by perſonal conſiderations, 


> © 


IN SOME. DIVISIONS IT HAS BEEN MAINTAINED, 


Firſt, * That the only means of ſecuring ſocial happineſs is by 
the general diffuſion of Knowledge, and this being effefted, all regard 


to conſtitutional or legal rules would become unneceſſary.” 


Second. That, as human affairs are liable to exigencies which 
na diſceinment can forgſce, and which will require meaſures peculiar 


to themſelves, all conſtitutional rules may protibit or retard the 


5 of ſuch meaſures, and ought to be conſidered as fetters on 
("275 wn Re, CES | : = 8 ; 

Third. „ Thur us it ſaurceh "Hier hafipins That any twotraſes, 
whether civil or tf tminal, are 442 a oe it follows that eſtabliſhed 
Laws,  lowever numerous, cannot In their operation be perfeltly egui- 
table; and hehe it is iufcrred, fat all Lam ought to he nude extem · 


Fore, and adapted to the particular cafe to which it is to apply.” 


In oppoſition to the foregoing, it has been maintained in 
other Di viſions, | | 


Y WEE LI DIME IG © ; . n 
Firſt. at imperfeclion is inferent in human nature; and 


that un ſyſithe of education au ever ; totally exadicate the paſſions 
end: prejudices to which all men are more on leſs ſubject : That con- 
en itiana! ad legal rules ought to be the illuſtration of pruden 
und moral principles ; and that under this deſcription, they —_ 
orm 


ration of. prudential 


* 3 


form a great part of that k ge ell ibu eg pe in 
general terms to recommend. 
Second. That moments of extgenee, dring — axtenitel 
toit ſome proterbation of the Public mine, are lt others the 
Proper Fe form forming new Inftitutions © Tat bie baneful effects of in- 
la ue have in general proved them to be the offs peng 
of Paſſion, rather than of Reafon :— That @ wife Socety ought. e 
provide as much as poſſibie ag every inaęginalle eeigence 3 and 
that conſtitutional regulations, Judiciouſly formed, are to ve confidey- 
ed as beacons rather than as fetters.” + 


Third, “ That 8 civil Caſes may be 020 various toy 
rally provided for by poſitive Laut; —4— — — 


admit of tefs va bact 
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Thus, Citizens, we have comraſted ene 
the doctrines which, have been Propagated us: -Von 
will readily perceive, that „„ which 
is che melt proper, reſts on the poſſibility or ĩimpoſſihility of, 
attaining to moral perfection. If you find izafanto bdicwe: 
that you have attained to ſuch a ſtate, you may . 
right in adopting the firſt mentianed doctrines; But 
ſuch aitainment is only matter of ex pectation, we Fen] 0 
would be prepoſterous to ſuffer your . condutt to be 
regulated by it: Much'le(s would the adoption of ſuch ideas 
be proper, if you are of opinion that moral a 2 is un- 
attainable by human nature. Under luck a belief, it will be 
moſt indubitably ad viſeable to endeavour by pewlent tegu- 
lations, and the propagation of laudable pr 5 os to guard 
againſt thoſe follies and vices which have ſo frequently diſ- 
turbed the happineſs of Society. 

Citizens, your Committee ate folly-abvare that, in offering 
theſe comments, they are ſubjectiag themielves to the charge 
of taking a part in the diſputes ; but they cannot ſuffer this 
apprehenſion to deter them from deigg.what they conceizgto 
be a'part of their duty, particulatly as they will at, all times 
be happy tocirculate any comments ieh maybe made onwhis 
145 whether tending to confirm or oppoſe the foregoing 


It is neceſſary to mention, that your Committees have re- 
ceived from ſeveral Diviſions, motions relative to particular 


oints of Conſtitution, and they truſt the Diviſions who have 
— ſuch motions will ſee the proptiety of deferring the 


Cor. ider- | 


Y | — 
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conſideration of them under the preſent circumſtances. 14. 
the motion of Diviſion fix, already mentioned, there is a plan 
| | $a, for the forming of a riew Conſtitution, other plans 
r effecting the ſame object have been alſo propoſed to your 
Committees; but as ſome doubts are entertained, whether the 
Society at large is deſirous of engaging any farther in that pur- 
ſuit, your Committees have thought it adviſeable, previous 
to referring ſuch plans, to requeſt your anſwer to the follow-. 
ing queſtions; | ot 
- Firſt, Are you of opinion that this Society can be conducted 
without any Regulations ? 
Second. Are you of opinion that the preſent Regulations, with, 
fuck amendments as may be made in the uſual way of reference by 


the General Committee to the Diviſions, will be ſuſicient to anſwer 
the purpoſes of the Society | 
Third. Are you of opinion that the appointing of any Committee - 
for the ſpecial purpoſe of amending the preſent Regulations, or for- y 
ming a new Conſtitution, is neceſſary ? 7 
| YOUR COMMITTEES areanxious to have the ſenſe of 
| 1 the Society, ſeparately, as fully as poſſible, on the foregoing 7 
ueſtions, for which reaſon they do not mean to take the re- * 
* þ rts until the 21ſt of May; and it has been recommended, — 
+ that every Delegate ſhould provide himſelf with a complete * 
lift of the Diviſion which he repreſents ; and rule in the front Us 
of the names, ſix columns, namely, one for the affirmative, ir 
and one for the negative votes on each queſtion ; by which to 
| means he will have an opportunity of taking the votes of in- _ 
| | dividuals on any of the intervening nights of meeting; it being "Y 
=— 1 | _ underſtood, that every member may alter any vote which he vi, 
; ; . may have siven pending the nn of the queſtion. of 
Euarneſtly recommending amity and concord, — 
We conclude in name, 3 th 
and by Order of your Committees all 
JOHN ASHLEY; Secxzrauy. fe 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Assis rau r S ge. * 
© Note: When the Votes were delivered at the General Committee, it was P * 
ſound, the firſt and third queſtions were negatived ; and that 'the ſecond —_ 
was carried by a conſiderably majority. | —_ tiſe 
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Coy of a Letter from the London Reforming Society, 


To ru London CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, | 


* 


CITIZENS, 


HE pleaſure with which we received yours, is more ea” 
fily conceived than expreſſed, being convinced that a 
elear and explicit underſtanding between men and men is the 
belt means of preventing thoſe party factions and antipathies 
which too often produce the moſt direful conſequences, Our 
ſeceſhon being the reſult of mature deliberation (not the 
ſudden guſt of paſhon) we {till think every impartial man 
mult juſtify us. Remember the patience we exerciſed durin 
the trial and calumniation of our Delegate: we never ſought 
3 for ſece ſſion; we exerted every effort to heal the breach 
Fhich had unfortunately been made. Remember, that after 
you had declared the charges brought againſt him frivolous and 
vexatious, after you had honourably acquitted him, a mino- 
rity of the Society ſtarted up, and demanded he ſhould be ex- 
pelled, or they would withdraw. This was too palpable an ab- 
Faidity for you to do, after having acquitted him ; therefore 
you ſent a & utation for us to do it, Being reduced to this 
fituation, we had only this alternative, either “ to remain Juſt 
and ſecede,” or ſacrifice juſtice, by “ ejetting the man who 
« had done his duty.“ Determined to abide by principle, we 
choſe the former in 122 to the latter, though it was 
with the greateſt reluctance we ſeparated from that Society 
in which we had ſeen ſuch tried patriotiſm: — but we wiſh not 
to look backwards, unleſs it be to profit by paſt misfortunes ; 
we look forward with pleaſure, to a cultivation of friend- 
ſhip and uhanimity, being determined that no miſrepreſenta- 
tion ſhall ſeparate us from you, We will manifeſt the great- 
eſt candour to all your actions, convinced that the good cauſe 
which aRuates us, actuates you alſo; with pleaſure, there- 
fore, we anticipate frequent opportunities of co-operation in 
the great and neceſſary work of * diffuſing knowledge.” In 
all your plans calculated for that end, you may rely on our 
friendſhip, concord, and afliſtance. The following we ſubmit 
to your conſideration: Among the embarraſſments the Preſs 
has laboured under, none has had a greater tendency to im- 
ede the progreſs of knowledge, than the difficulty of circu- 
2 books: writers are obliged to ſpend ſo much in adver- 
tiſements to publiſh their works, that the expence of adver- 
tiſing is almo er to that of the work itſelf, and renders 
it neceſſary to ſell a book at double its value, in order to clear 
jtlelf; beſides, the greater the price, the ſmaller the number 
Noe ON Ts | | that 
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that is fold ; and this obliges authors to calculate, fo that the firſt 
edition of 500 ſhall pay their whole expence : if, therefore, you 
were to give an author ten guineas for a piece, containing three 
ſheets, and you couid get an edition of rc printed for ten 


guineas, you could afford to fell it for fixpence a copy; that 


3s, if you poſſeſs the means of cuculating it: but if you are 
obliged to fpend twenty pounds to publiſh it, you muſt charge 
it a thilling ; and then, as it is likely you would not find more 
than ive hundred purchaſers, - you muſt make that five hun- 
dred pay both 5 and publiſher, which would nu you 
to enhance the price to two ſhillings ; {o that to deviſe fome 
mode of circulating books extenſively, without expence, 
would, in a great mcaſure, ferve to free the Preſs from its 
ſhackles, From what has already been ſaid, it will be obſerved, 
that to print a thouſand copies of a work, containing one 
fhcet, would coſt three pound ten ſhillings; and if theſe were 
fold at one penny each, they would produce four pound three 
thillings and four pence ; ſo that if a fociety conſiſted of a 
thouſand members, who each paid thirteen pence per quar- 
ter, they could afford to print cach quarter a work, contain- 
mg thirteen ſheets, which would be one ſheet a week, for a 
penny, and yet leave behind a turplus of eight pound thirteen 
thiflings and four pence, to pay the expence attending the 


. Comattee's meeting. It perhaps might be unneceſſary for us 


to ſay, that after the Preſs is once let, there is no more ex- 
pence for compoling to ſtrike off twenty thouſand than 
one thouſand ; but from that ut follows, that every thou- 
ſand after the fir ſt . _ colt about two | 
ight ſhillings ; conſequently, if all the Societies in the 
=_—_ would agree to take one for each member, and 
they ſhould amount to twenty thouſand, there would then be 
a ſurplus of about four hundred and forty two pounds eight 
ſhillings and eight pence, which would more than pay a per- 
fon to fuperintend the work, and alſo for conveying them to 
all parts of the Country; ſo that they would all have them at 
the fame price as in Londonb, By this means, an uniformity 
of ſemiment would be produced in the whole Nation, in pro- 
portion to the diffuſion of knowledge. —But this would not be 
the only advantage which would ariſe from its adoption, for 
it would be à very powerful ſtimulus to induce men to aſſoci- 
ate, as they would loon perceive that they could get a book 
for one ſhilling and ſixpence, Which they in common muſt 
give five ſnillings for, But we do not wilh to be underitood 
by this, that the ſale of books ſhould be confined to members 


alone, though 1 is certainly right that a diſtinction ſhould be 


made in theirfavour ; but let the works of the Society be ſold 
to Rrangers at two-pence à ſhect, which is ſtill one third 
cheaper than the uſual prxc, The number of political Wan 
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that would be read all over the Country, by this means is im- 
menſe, for if every member knew but one perſon he could get 
to purchaſe, there would be then forty thouſand perſons en- 
paged in reading the ſame work at the ſame time.—Another 
way to facilitate the circulation of books would be, io leave 
off advertiſing them in the newſpapers, and let bills be deli- 
vered at places of Debate, and public halls: and in order that 
people in the country may have the moſt extenſive information 
of what is publiſhed, let every author have liberty to ſend his 
Publication-bills with your weekly numbers, There are three 
| | more hints, which we think would greatly tend to the diffu- 
| ion of knowledge; Firſt, That every member ſhould be re- 
| - commended to lend his book (eſpecially thoſe that are likely 
to carry conviction) to at leaſt one uninformed man ; Second, 
That every member who can make it convenient, ſhall expoſe 
olitical books for ſale; Third, That the Patriotic bookſellers 
Mall lend out their works to read, by which means many 
would be enabled to read a work that they could not afford 
to purchaſe, We believe it would be improper to leave the 
ſubject, without 1 to an{wer an objection which 
might be made to the preceding plan, namely, “the want 
« of matter: but we are convinced, that there are in the Pa- 
triotic Societies ſplendid talents, that only want calling forth 
into uſe ; yet even admitting that they could not ſupply them- 
ſelves from their own ſtock, why not publiſh the works of 
other authors. Ignorance, we are all convinced, is our great- 
eſt enemy; then let us endeavour to chaſe this away, by pub- 
liſhing any thing that is calculated to do good, Why would 
not Gerald's Convention, the Addreſs of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion, or York's Thoughts on Civil Government, or any other 
uſeful book, of which you can get the copy-right, do as well 
as any thing original ? Beſides, there is no neceſſity to con- 
fine ourſelves to Palitics, there 1s not a ſpecies of knowledge 
from which ſome good might not be extracted. When our. 
Political matter is exhauſted, let us publiſh an Abridgement 
of ſome Hiſtory, with Notes -—ſuppoſe of Rome, Greece, or 
our own Country; let us not ard {ti1l, while there is any 
thing from which we can benefit our Fellow Countrymen. 
In order that the ſenſe of the Societies may be known what 
books are moſt proper to publiſh, let every Society nomi- 
nate, and then let the ſenſe of the whole be taken on ſuch 
T i 
This is accompanied with What we have collected towards 
the payment of the debt; and wiſhing you ſucceſs in the great 
and good wotk in which we 5 mutually engaged, we are, 
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Refor ming Society. 


\ 8 3 
with much refpeRt, by order, and in the name of the Londoh 
8 JoHN BONE Secretary. 
May 9, 1795 · | 


Note. A chnferente took place between Citizens Moore, Hodefon, an 
Mavody, on part of the London Correſporiding Society; and Citizen Bone, 
&c. &c. on part of the London Reforming Society; when after ſome diſ - 
cuſſion, part of the above plan was approved, and reduced to practice; by orfler- 
ing the State of the Repreſentation of Ap and Wales (pubilſhed by the 
Friends of tne People) to be printed, and fold at the very cheap price of three- 


- 


pence ; ſeveral thouſands of which have been circulated. Since this conference, 


che Exveutive Committee have been 1b bufily employed as to prevent the further 


acceleration of this excellent plan. 
| COPY'OF 4 CIRCULAR LETTER 
Sent to the Scotch PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES. 
Coriemidter Room, May g, bn 
E1TIZENS, | 2a an, 


OU will readily have imagined, that after the ate perſe- 


ET EEE 


gHef fit the apprehenſion that our fi iends in the Chuntry.my ht 
oo us fallen into a ſtate of timigity, if not wholly K. 
perted an apprehenſion which we felt more ſeverely, as ſuch 


exertions. ee e 
Steady perſeverance has nowextricated us from every claim 
reſting immediately on ourlelves,; and as our numbers are ra- 
pidly incredfing, we have no doubt we ſhall ſoon renew the 
alatms of Ariſtocracy, by cxplaining their praktices tothat | 
df our Countrymen who are ignorant of the true ſource 
of their ſufferings. This we mean to attempt without lols of 
wt 


L H 


time, by means of cheap publications, tending to awaken the 
ublic mind to the neceſſity of Univerſal Suffrage aud Annual 
arliuments; and for this urpofe, we flatter ourſelves with 
the co-operation of every Patriotic Society in Britain. Weare 
already concerting meaſures with ſome of them, as to the moſt 
effectual and economical mode in which this co-operation 
can be conducted; which when adjuſted, we will communicate 
to you, in order that if it meets your approbation, you may 
zecede to it. | 
Anticipating with pleafure the renewal of a correſpondence 
which has been ſo long interrupted, we conclude in name 
and by order of | 
| The London Correſponding Society. 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Afliitant Sec. 


— — 


COPY OF 4 LETTER RECEIVED FROM NORIWICH, 
Norwich, June 26, 1795» 


To the CMAIRMAN or Tus Loxnpox CokrtsPoxD= 
ING SOCIETY. 


C1T1ZENS, 

A a criſis ſo extremely important as the preſent, the 
Norwich Patriotic Socicty offers no apology for addrel- 
ſing you; the avowed principles of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, and thoſe of this ſociety lately conſtituted in the 
City of Norwich, appear to us to have the ſame general ob- 
jedt in view; we profeſs ourſelves enemies to tyranny where- 
ſoevereſtabliſhed, and lovers of liberty whereſocyer cheriſhed ; 
we behold with indignation, the continuance of a ruinous, 
iniquitous and liberticidal warfare between the Engliſh Go- 

verument and the Republic of France. 
We conceive the origin of this war to be ſimilar to that of 
the American, both mad attempts to ſmother the riſing flame 
of ones and freedom—that it owes its ſupport to an undue 
influence of the crown, over a venal and corrupt Houſe of 
Commons, where, to uſe the trite expreſſion of a worthy Pa- 
N Seats are bought and ſold like the Randings for cattle 

at a fair“.“' 


, Joha Horne Toake's Petition to 5 Houſe of Commons, 
3 | 


We 
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We are willing to hope every thing, from a thorough re- 
form in the repreſentative body, and we truſt that univerſal 


ſuffrage and annual parliaments will be found an adequate re- 
medy for all abuſes. Satisfied, however, that nothing but a 


ſteady perſeverance, and an unremitted vigilance on the yorr 
of the friends of freedom, can overcome the Coloſſus of op- 
preſſion, which has for near a century been conſtructing, 
and at laſt raiſed by the vile hands of an intolerant, yet 


| flaviſh faction, And as on our part, we are willing to cheriſh 


an uniform perſeverance in the cauſe of Liberty, and to nour- 
1ſh thoſe ſame noble ſentiments of freedom, ſo magnanimous- 
ly avowed by the London Correſponding Society, ſo we 
truſt that on your part, you will not ſlacken in your endea- 
vours to obtain that redreſs of grievances ſo loudly demanded 
by the “ ſtarving manufacturers and neglected peaſantry of 


_ Great Britain and Ireland :”” We therefore, the Norwich Pa- 


triotic Society, ſolicit a frequent correſpondence and an in- 
timate connection with your Society, in hopes that by our 
mutual endeavours, we may at laſt hail the auſpicious day 
in which truth and liberty, juſtice and happineſs may be eſta- 
bliſhed amongſt us, and tranſmitted unimpaired to the lateſt 


poſterity, 


With civic affection, we remain, 8 
for the Norwich Patriotic Society. 


=—_ , Preſident. 
— — Secretary, 


ANSIVER T9 THE SAME, 


Committee Room, July 17, 1795, 


FELLOW-CITIAENS, 


A N FITH more pleaſure than we can exprefs we received 


your letter of co-operation, and joyfully concur in the 


ſame, From various circumſtances, you may have imagined 


that we had ſlackened our efforts towards obtaining the ob- 


ject of pur aſſociation ; but you may reſt aſſured that nothing 


has been wanting on our parts to forward the cauſe of liberty, 
convinced that it is a duty which every good citizen owes to 
himſelf and country. By * the late perſecution of our moſt ac- 


tive members (a perſecution unexampled in the frivolity'of its 


e, and the expenſiveneſs of the manner in which it 


has been conducted), the finances of this ſociety mult. nave 


been - 


[ 29 ] 


been conſiderably embarraſſed, particularly as our zeal in pubs 
liſhing and diſtributing political works always kept our 
treaſury at a low ebb. In fat, ever ſince the gtorious triumph 
of Liberty, in the acquittal of our members and friends, our 
ſole attention has of neceſſity been turned towards the liqui- 
dation of our debts; and while labouring to this end, we 
could only indulge filent grief,” but a + ſteady perſeverance 
has now extricated us from every claim reſting immediately 
on ourſelves, and our Members are rapidly increaſing:“ 
(This laſt month upwards of Four Hundred Citizens have joined 
our Society.) We have no doubt we ſhall ſoon renew the 
alarms of ariſtrocracy, by explaining their practices to thoſe _ 
of our countrymen, who are ignorant of the true ſource of 
their ſufferings, This we mean to attempt without loſs of 
time, by the means of publications, tending to awaken the 
public mind to the neceſſity of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual 
Parljaments, convinced that it is the only means of ſaving 
this diſtrafted country from ſudden deſtruction; and for 
this purpoſe, we flatter ourſelves with the co-operation of 
every patriotic ſociety in Britain, We are already con- 
certing meaſures with ſome of them, as to the molt effectual 
and economical mode in which this co-operation can be con- 
ducted:“ The reſult of this conſultation has been the ſubmit- 
ting a BY for an extenſive circulation of political pamphlets 

to our ſociety.— One part of this plan we have adopted, and 
carried into execution, by printing a large quantity of the 
Report of the Friends of the People, on the State of the Par- 
liamentary Repreſentation of Great Britain, In the courſe of 
a little time we ſhall be enabled to tranſmit you a copy of the 
above mentioned plan, with ſome copies of the Proceedings 
of our late General Meeting, held in St. George's Fields; up- 
wards of one hundred thouſand inhabitants of London and its 
vicinity attended on this ſplendid occaſion, and their de- 
meanour was ſuch as merits the ſincere thanks of every 
friend to Reform, The cauſe of Liberty has received eſſential 
ſervice from this meeting, it has been the means of exciting 
enquiry, and propagating information to a' conſiderable ex- 
tent; ſhewing our countrymen the real neceſſity there is 
for uniting to obtain a redreſs of their grievances, Citi- 
zens, We are allured, as well as yourſelves, that nothing. 
but the utmoſt activity on the part of the friends to Reform, 
ever can procure that freedom which will be the means of 
preventing future, and putting an end to the preſent calami- 
ties. We earneſtly recommend to every patriotic ſociety 
throughout the Britiſh” Nation, to exert themſelves in the molt 


1 
? 


+ Vide the Letter and [lan from the London Reforming Society, 18 
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active manner in forwarding the grand objects we are mutual - 
ly purſuing, _ 165. 

From the Norwich Society we ſolicit frequent letters of 
correſpondence, as they never fail to give our members the 
greateſt ſatis faſtion; and the fame friendly conduct will be 
obſerved towards them by our Society. 

We received yours of the 16th inſtant, and hope you will 
excuſe our not anſwering that of the 19th cf June, as the exe- 
cutive committee has been ſo bulily employed reſpeRing the 

general meeting, that it was out of their power to do it ſooner, 
which they hope will be a ſufficient reaſon for the delay. 
Citizens, for the preſent we conclude in name and by order 
of the London Correſponding Society. | 
x Your fcllow-citizens, 
in civic affection, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Afliſtant Sec, 
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COPY of @ LETTER RECEIVED from BIRMING HAM, 


Birmingham, July 10, 1795 · 


To the LoxN DON Coka RsTON DING SOCIETY. 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


; was with the greateſt pleaſure -and ſatisfaction the aſſo- 
Team friends to 2 thorough and radical reform in the na. 
tional repreſentation of Great Britain, reſident in this town, 

read the account of your proceedings on Monday the 19th 
ult. as detailed in the Courier. Indeed, what could be more 


1222 to us as — than to contemplate the ideas 


f ſo many thouſand patriots, legally aſſembled, on a queſtion 
of ſo much importance, as that which gave riſe to your origi- 
nal inftitution as a ſociety ! But when we fee corruption 
armed with power, and infolence reducing mankind to a level 
with the beaſts that periſh ; it is evident that nothing ſhort 
of Herculean ſtrength can ſmite that horrible monſter, 
which is the ſole 3 of all our calamities, and the ſource 
of all our misfortunes. 4 
What more is neceſſary in che hands of the great majority 


now firmly attached to your cauſe, than the invincible wea. 


pons of reaſon and truth, to ſtrike that hydra of deſpotiſm, 
whole devouring jaws are now ready to conſume us! 


Nothing 
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Nothing remains to be done by the people of this once 
flouriſhing, but now unfortunate country, but for every 
friend to ſtep forward and unite in the great majeſtic common 
cauſe, not only to reſcue it from its preſent deplorable ſitua- 
tion, but to ſecure it (by a well Sw, reformation in the go- 
vernment) againſt the dangers of its internal enemies, an in- 
famous Tory faction, and a ſervile crew of placemen and 
penkoners, 8 94 

Go on then, worthy colleagues, purſue your courſe with 
diligence, until your virtuous efforts are crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs. The angel reformation will no doubt ere long whi 
its offending Daemon from the boſom of mankind, Our belt 


wiſhes go with you, in all your generous exertions for the 


benefit of human nature ; our fentiments are conformable to 
yours in every particular relative to the object we have in 
view, and we ſincerely hope that the day is not far diſtant, 


hen we {hall greet each other as citizens and freemen, by 
untverſal inc ation, 3 f 
We ſhall be. in a renewal of your ndenee, 


Pleaſe to accept our congratulations, on the triumph of vir- . 
tue and itmocence, in the perſons'of Citizens Hardy, Tooke, 


Thel wall, and the reſt of your perſecuted Members, over the 


fatiꝑs of tyranny.; Whieh triumph is of more conſequence to 
the prople of Great Britain, than all the victories by ſea and 
land ſince tac commencement of this 4 juſt an neceliary 
war.“ 21 abs. — 9 9 
Widl thank pou for a line or two on return of bearer, whe 
will take charge of any papets, &c. you may be pleaſed to 
favour us with, _ | 22 
Ian Gentlemen, | | 8 

your obedient ſervant, 
— . Secretary, 
10919371 1 © « BY- | 1 61 1 3 
N. B. In the laß diſturbances in Birmingham, the chief 
argument of the Rioters to the Magiſtrates 'was; ** You did 
not ſhoot us when we were, tioting for Church and King, and 
pulling down the Preſbyterian meetings and dwelling-houſes, 
ut. gave us plenty of good ae and ſpirits tourge'uson ; nom 
we are rioting for a big loaf, we mutt be ſhat at, and cut up 
like bacon pigs!!!” 187 1 1 
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themſelves with con ſiderable effect. 
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ANSER TO THE SAME. 
London, 17th July 4796 


C1T1ZENS, 


W received with great pleaſure your Letter of the 10th 
f 


inſtant. When we were conſidering the propriety 
of a General-Meeting—a meaſure ſo extremely hazardous at 
this critical juncture, it was no ſmall argument in its favour, 


that our friends in the Country would be highly animated by 


the ſucceſs of ſuch an adventure on our parts, In proof of 
this aſſertion, your Letter is a happy teſtimony of the juſtice 
of this argument. | 4; 
It gives us ſame concern, that a variety of circumſtances 
have retarded the printing our proceedings of the 2gth of June: 
ſo much, that we cannot forward any of them by Citizen 
Taylor, who we underſtand leaves London this evening ;— 
but-we will ſettle with him how they may be conveyed with' 
perfect ſafety, which we. hope to effect in two or three days: 
mean time, we mult obſerve delay has not been the only miſ- 
fortune attending this publication.——The members of the 
Executive Committee have been ſo much occupied, that in 
reparing the Narrative, ſome very intereſting particulars 
=e eſcaped notice, eſpecially thoſe which were moſt likely 
to be uſeful in a town celebrated for Church and King mobs: 
We mean the pains which were taken both by the circula- 
tion of hand- bills, and che oral exertions of many members tar 
prevent any thing like tumult on the day of our meeting ;— 
and which, without doubt, were'the means of preſerving the 
glory of that day from any degree of ſtain. 

You will no doubt have heard, that ſince our meeting, par- 
ticularly within theſe laſt two or three days, conſiderable tu- 
mults have happened in London: It has been much our wiſh 
to put a ſtop to them by the force of Reaſon, 'and thereby 

revent ariſtocracy from having recourſe to a SY STEM Of 

ERROR: but that ſlowneſs which is in a great degree in- 


-. herent in democratic inſtitutions, has prevented our taking 


any deciſive part collectively, but individuals have exerted; 

At a moment :{oreplete with-calamity, it may appear ſtrange” 
to many of your members, that we ſhould'adhere fo firmly to 
our pacific ſyſtem; we can ſcarce flatter ourſclves, but that 
there are ſome among you, who, deſpairing of reformation, 


| begin to think revolution ought io be our only aim: even to 


ſuch, if ſuch there be, we would ſay with confidence, that 
riots 
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AND SURELY NO GOOD MAN 


Cw 7] 
Riots ought to be avoided with the utmoſt care; they are the 


offspring of paſſion, and in general totally devoid of that ſyſ- 
tem, which alone can enſure a —_— REVOLUTION; 


* 


AN DESIRE ANY 
OTHER. They have no general or deciſive object, their 
injurious effects fall on the perſons and property of individu- 
als, and above every thing, the bring Phe loldiery into ſitu- 
ations in which they cannot, but at the hazard of their own 
lives, act otherwiſe than as enemies to the people; and we 
are well aſſured, that far the majority of them, at leaſt in theſe 


13 are well inclined to ſhew themſelves the people's real 
Fri 


ends. | 
Excuſe our giving you theſe remarks, which are but a ſlight 
trait of the exertions which were made to preſerve tran uil- 


lity at our meeting: We mention them in conſequence of the 


anxiety which we feel, that our Friends in the Country may 
be equally ſucceſsful in caſe any of them ſhould determine on 


ſimilar meaſures, | 
Our numbers increaſe rapidly, between four and five hun- 


dred within the laſt three weeks, We have lately reprinted 


the Report of the Friends of the People, and purpoſe ſending 


you a few copies with the Narratives of our General Meeting! 
And conclude in name and by order 
of the London Correſponding Society, 
| In civic affettion, | 
your Fellow Citizens, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſſi ſtant Sec, 


» 


_— 


x . 


COPY OF 4 LETTER TO SHEFFIELD, 


| July 2275 1 798 · 

| OME months have elapſed fince Citizen Hodgſon received 
8 from one of your members, a letter in anſwer to one which 
he had ſent to Shefheld, Wie have deferred writing to you 


again, not from any indifference as to the progreſs of Liberty 
in Sheffield, but ſolely from a hope that a little time would 
enable us, after diſcharging our debts, to accompany our an- 
{wer with ſome new publications. Mean while it happens 
that your letter cannot immediately be found, though we be- 


h 


eve it is perfectly ſafe, 


(34) 


It gave us great pleaſure to be informed by Citizen Rock, 
that you were perſevering in the Cauſe of Liberty ; and hoping 
they may be of ſome aſſiſtance to you, we propoſe accompa- 
nying this letter with a dozen copies of the Report of the 
Friends of the People, a hundred of our proceedings on the 

29th of June, __ if they can be got out in time, a dozen 
copies of the Duke of Rickmond's Letter to Colonel Sharman. 
After ſaying that we are printing a conſiderable number of 
each of the abovementioned pamphlets, we need not add that 
we are in a ſtate of vigour; indeed nothing elſe could be ex- 
petted after the event of the late trials; by which, not only 
the legality of our conduct was proved, but the villainy of our 
perſecutors expoſed in the moſt diſgraceful manner. Nor was 
the fate of the mary provyngns characters the only object 
worthy of attention. The fidelity, courageand exertion, which 
were evinced by the members in general; have endeared them to 
each other, and given the lie to thoſe wretches who endeavour 
to deſtroy mutual confidence, by aſſerting that virtue, is mere- 
ly imaginary. But alas! human joys are ſeldom unmixt with 
occaſions of regret. If trying times give to the liberal mind 
opportunities of delighting in the wiſdom and integrity of his 
Fellow Citizens; they alſo bring into view follies and vices, 
which on ordinary occaſions might have lain concealed, 
Few are ſo brave as to be entirely free from fear. Fear is 
ever accompanied by much ſuſpicion, a large portion of which 

will ſometimes fall on meritorious characters; hence (even 
among men, who cannot generally be called bad) diſſentions 
and enmity. will often ariſe, Sorry are we to acknowledge we 
have ſuffered conſiderably in this way; and ſtill more ſo to 
Hear that ſimilar circumſtances yet keep you in a ſtate of agi- 
tation: 

As we have overcome our own difficulties, and poſſibly ac- 
quired ſome degree of experience, we venture to offer you our 
advice, which we do the more willingly, becauſe, being not 
particularly acquainted with what has paſſed among you, we 
cannot be ſuſpected of perſonal alluſion to any individual. It 
is obvious, that the happineſs and ſtrength of Society ariſe 
from the wiſdom and virtue of its members; and under this 
principle, it would not be foreign to our purpoſe if we were 
to comment on every virtue and vice, by which the morals of 
men are characterized ; but the limits of a letter require us to 
conkne ourſelves to thoſe paſſions which more particularly 
attend thoſe engaged in political purſuits. We have already 
mentioned ſuſpicion as one of the . moſt injurious to Society: 
we doubt not you have found it ſo; generally ſpeaking, it 
evinces a weak and timid diſpoſition, very frequently it is the 
reſult, of malevolence a readineſs: to ſuſpeR, is generally at- 
tended with a readineſs to condemn, The reverſe of that ex- 
4 : cellent 


| 1 
cellent maxim of the law of England, which ſays © Better that 
twenty criminals eſcape, than one innocent ſhould ſuffer.” 
Suſpicious men ever arrogate to themſelves the merit of pru- 
dence and diſcernment; and if in a ſingle inſtance they chance 
to condemn rightly, they think it a ſufficient authority ta 
corrode every bond of Society, by diſſeminating doubts ofevery 
active character; a few ſuch members are enough to diſturb 
any community. | 

Next to ſuſpicion, we muſt notice that reſzatment which 
is apt to ariſein the minds of the perſons ſuſpe&ed, and which, 
when indulged, will often become little leſs odious than the 
condu& which gave them cauſe. While power, wealth and 
vice are combining to deſtroy the belief of the exiſtence of 
virtue, no man can reaſonably hope that he ſhall eſcape ſuſpi. 
cion, Every good Citizen ought thereſore to be ſtudious, not 
only of his own felf-approbation from a conſciouſneſs of doing 
his beſt, but likewiſe to avoid giving occaſion for weak and 
timid friends to doubt, or artful enemies to miſreprefent his 
condud ; and, if after all his endeavours, he ſhall find his fide- 
lity doubted, he ought to conſider it his duty to remove 
thoſe doubts by amicable explanation, rather than exhibit 
a ſpecimen of ariſtocratic pride, captiouſneſs and punctilio. 
Though ſuſpicion and reſentment appear to us! the moſt pro- 
minent cauſes of difcord, there are others which well deterve 
notice, particularly the various modes in which men betray 
a ſpirit of emulation or ambition. Theſe are particularly to 
be deplored, becauſe there are errors which belong almoſt ex- 
cluſively to men who are valuable for ſpirit and activity. It 
is natural for every zealous member to defire the confidence 
and eſteem of his Fellow Citizens; but he ſhould be cautious 
of not confounding the deſire to attain with the deſite to de- 
ſerve ſuch confidence. Without this diſtinction, that activity 
which guided by public ſpirit would render him valuable, 
will under the influence of ſeifiſh vanity produce an effect di- 
realy contrary, Conſcious that your parcel has already been 
delayed too long, we defer for the preſent any further obſer. 
vations, We are anxious to hear from you as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, and remain with the utmoſt civic affection, your Friends 
and Fellow Citizens. ö | | 

| By Order of the London Correſponding Society, 
; 4 JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſliſtant Sec, 


P. S. Our members increaſe with a — unequaled at 
any former period, near eight hundred within this laſt month. 
We have Forty-one regular Diviſions ; beſides which, there 
are two other ſimilar Societies in London, chiefly campoſed 
of perſons who were formerly members of our Society, but 
who left us becauſe they could not agree with each other, 

POLE Lo ne E 2, One 


„ 


One is called the London Reforming Society, the other the 
Friends of Liberty. We are on amicable terms with them both, 
and wiſh they were with each other. We will add a few 


copies of all the publications of both to our parcel. 


— — 


Copy of a Letter received from Bradford in Yorkſhire, 


Bradford, Fuly 23, 1795. 


URING a late excurſion to Sheffield, I met with a Ci-, 


tizen from London, who ſaid he was a Member of the 
London Correſponding Society, had been in the country 
about three months, and purpoſed returning to town in the 
courſe of a few days. After converſing with him on the pro- 
riety of writing to the ſociety, of which he was a member, 
he gave me your addreſs, and, purſuant to his advice, I have 
taken the liberty of ſending a letter, and ſhall eſteem it a par- 


ticular favour if you will, forward it without delay, to any 


of the acting Members of the London Correſponding Society. 
The intent of my journey to Sheffield, which was, undertak- 
en by the deſire of a few patriots in the vicinity of Leeds 


and Bradford, was to learn what might be the ſentiments of 


the Society, concerning the preſent alarming ſtate of the 
country, and whether they were ſtill determined to perſe- 
vere in their exertions for a Reform in Parliament; and had 
the ſatisfaction to find them, if poſſible, more hearty in the 
cauſe than ever. In my road home l called upon a few friends 
in Wakefield, and was equally gratified on being told that 
the advocates for Reform were proportionally numerous, 


though not quite ſo bold as in Sheffield. Bradford, where I. 
have lived about three years, may be ranked with the firſt in. 


the weſt riding of Yorkſhire for a domineering ariſtocracy ; 


hut they have of late been much leſs liberal with their inſults 


and threats than formerly, and the Friends of Liberty and 
Peace are ſuffered to walk the ſtreets unmoleſted. The peo- 
ple here, as well as in other places, and the poor in particular, 


are enjoying the fruits of a “ juſt and neceſſary War” in 


abundance, and yet they ungratefully complain of the mea- 
ſures of Mr. Pitt, and think that while he is endeavouring to 


Narve io death twenty five millions of Regicides in France, 


he ought to take better care of home, than to run the riſk of 
making his majeſty's ſubjects ſhare the ſame unhappy fate, 


A os, 


— 
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A ſociety had been organized in this town about four months 
when the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus took place, which 
cauſed it to be broken up. — We have many Patriots, but there 
appears to be a majority of Ariſtocrats, 

Leeds has been celebrated for its patriotiſm, but their So- 
ciety, though {till in exiſtence, is lirtle heard of, and the num. 
ber that adheres to it not very conſiderable, A few merchants 
and others continue to make ſubſcriptions amongſt themſelves, 
and have contributed liberally towards alleviating the diſtreſſes 
of thoſe who have unfortunately become the victims of mi- 
niſterial vengeance, | 

A company of us, about twenty or thirty in number, all, 
except myſelf, inhabitants of the villages in the neighbourhood 
of Bradford and Leeds, met together on Sunday laſt, and came 
to the reſolution of forming a Society, for the purpoſe of 
correſponding with others of a'{imilar deſcription, and, in con- 
cert with them, to uſe every legal and peaceable means in our 
power to bring about an effettual Reformation in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament; and it is our Opinion, that nothing 
ſhort of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, can put a 
ſtop to the preſent calamities, and enſure the future peace and 
proſperity of the nation. Theſe villages are very populous, 
and a great majority of them are known to be real Patriots 
and ſhould ever a fair opportunity offer for the accompliſh- 
ment of a radical Reformation, there is every reaſon to hope 
that the cauſe of Freedom would be ably ſupported in this part 
of the country. 

Whenever the London Correſponding Society ſhall think 
it expedient to make any effort to obtain a Redreſs of Griev- 
ances, we hope they will favour us with as early a communi- 
cation of it as poſſible ; and any hints that you can oblige us 
with, reſpecting the management of a Society, will be grate- 
fully received, and carefully attended to, 

An account has appeared in the Courier, of your meeting 
in St. George's Fields, which 3 us pleaſure. The Addrels 
to the Nation was ipſerted, and another to the King mention- 
ed, but not given in the paper; and as 21 of our friends 
have not an opportunity of reading the daily papers, if 
there are a ſuffieient number of thoſe addreſſes printed off, we 
could wiſh to know where they are ſold, that we may order 
; bookſeller to procure them. 


Signed by Order of our newly formed Society. 
— Secretary. 
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ANSIWER TO THE SAME. 


Committee Room, July g1, 1796 
SIR, | : 

T affords us no ſmall pleaſure to find by your Letter of the 
1 23d inſtant, that our late proceedings have experienced 
the approbation of the ſurrounding country near which you 
reſide, and that they have induced many of you to incorporate 

ourſelves into a Society, for the purpoſe of obtaining a Par- 
iamentary Reform, 

Convinced, as you ſcem to be, of the increaſing diſtreſſes of 
our Country, and the little proſpe& there is of any effectual 
redreſs from the preſent wretched ſyſtem, of what is called 
Repreſentation ; you have judiciouſly and properly determin- 
ed to aſſociate together to ſtrengthen your own reſolutions 
and inform the underſtandings of others. In this uſeful and 
laudable purſuit, _ may perhaps be compelled to encounter 
ſome obſtacles. Ignorance and prejudice, as well from the 
ficher as from the poorer portion of the community, will often 

rplex and miſrepreſent your undertaking ; calumny and 

uſpicion will endeavour to inſtil their poiſonaus venom, 
into your confidential and unguarded moments, and the whole 
weight of miniſterial influence will be inceſſantly exerted to 
prevent your progreſs and counteratt your plans ; but if tho. 
my impreſſed with a ſerious and ſettled conviction of the 
rectitude of your intentions, and the juſtice of your cauſe, you 
will perceive we are very ſure, that the ſacrifice is trifling, 
while the good is unbounded. | RR 

It is indeed impoſſible to calculate with any tolerable' pre- 
ciſion, the great and momentous advantages reſulting from 
political Aſſociations, While from their wide and extenſive 
chains of connection, they promote and facilitate the rapid 
communications of events, they tend alſo, by concentrating 
men in ſimilar purſuits, and ſimilar views, to inſpire them 
with mutual good-will and affection; to diſcard from their 
minds all ſelfiſh and ungenerous ideas, and to cement them 
in the indiſſoluble bonds of univerſal fraternity and love. Par- 
don us, if, upon this occaſion, we venture to declare, that 
the London Correſponding Society looks back with honeſt 
ex ultation at the many dangers it has overcome, and the cruel 
perſecutions it has experienced. Had the event of thoſe ſe- 
vere Trials been otherwiſe than fortunate, it would not, we 


-. truſt, have diſgraced the noble cauſe in which it has embark- 


ed, by cowardice or deſertion; and having triumphed, may 
| | we 


A 
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we not hope its energy will now be irreſiſſ ible? Our late Ge- 
neral Meeting has rouſed many thouſands of well wiſhers of 
Reform, from lifeleſs apathy. As a proof of our aſſertions, 
ſince that happy and auſpicious day, our number of new mem- 
bers has not been far ſhort of two hundred each week, 

As we are anxious that you ſhould receive authentic infor- 
mation of our tranſactions, encloſed we ſend you a hundred co- 
| Pies of our Regulations, fifty Narratives of our late Proceedings, 
and twelve copies of the Report of the Friends of the People 
and the Duke of Richmond's Letter. Wiſhing you ſucceſs in 
the great Cauſe in which we are mutually engaged, we con- 
clude in name and by order of the 

London Correſponding Society, 
Yours, in civic affection, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary, 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Sec. 


Copy of a Letter from the London Reforming Society. 
Committee Room, July 23, 1 795» 


FELLOW-CITIZENS; 
E London Reforming Society having printed their Re- 
port, in which they had occaſion to point out ſome of 
the obſtacles which Reformers in general muſt expect to meet 
with, while purſuing the grand objett of Parliamentary Re- 
form, have ordered me to requeſt the London Correſponding 
Society to accept a (ufficient number of copies for each Divi- 
ſion to have one, as a token of that fraternal affection which 
ought to ſubſiſt between labourers united in the ſame cauſe. 
I have therefore directed a parcel for you, to be left at the 
General Committee Room. 
| J. BONE, Secretary for the 
London Reforming. Society. 


— — 
ANSIVWER TV THE SAME. 
| | 1 Committee Room, July 27, 1795. 
FELLOW-CITIZENS, ; | 
JAERESED with the pleaſing reflection of your condu& to, 


wards the London Correſponding Soiety, in favouring 
us with copies of. your Report of the progreſs you have made 
in the cauſe of Reform, we take this opportunity of return- 
ing you our ſincere thanks for the ſame, and cheerfully con- 
gratulate you on the ſucceſs which has attended your endea- 
vouts towards the attainment of that object which we both 


have 


* 
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have in view: We are well aſſured, that the ſyſtematic cons 
duct which you are purſuing, united with the combined exer- 
tions of all other Patriotic Societies inſtituted for the ſame pur- 
poſe, will be the means of ſpeedily 1 to the people 


of Great Britain, their natural and undoubted rights of Uni- 


verſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, We truſt the exam- 


ple you have ſet, will have the deſired effect of inſtructing 
{uch as are not aware of the neceſſity of obſerving that ſtrict 
decorum which ought to regulate every Society whole profeſſed 
object is Reform. | 
We ſhall accompany this with fifty copies of the Proceed- 
ings of our late General Meeting, and truſt they will be ac- 
cepted as a token of our eſteem, by our Fellow Citizens, com- 
poling the London Reforming Society, Wiſhing you ſucceſs 
in the grand cauſe in which we are mutually engaged. 
We conclude in name and by order of the 
London Correſponding Society. 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Sec, 


— 


LETTER FROM THE 


SOCIETY of the FRIENDS of LIBERTY, 


To the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


Committee Room, July 23, 1795. 
CITIZENS, 


40 HE Society of the Friends of Liberty,“ haſten to de- 


liver to their Fellow Citizens, compoling © The Lon- 

don ——— Society,” the Reſolutions decreed by a 
General Meeting of their members at Shacklewel! near Kingſ- 
land on the 20th inſtant. | | 

Whilſt the Cauſe of Liberty is ereCting her glorious banner 
in the land of heroes and of men, it would indeed be a !degra- 
dation of the chatacter of Britons, if they were the laſt to ad- 
vance in 1's ſupport, 
* Inſpired with theſe ſentiments, they lament the very inade- 
quate vehicle of language, to convey thoſe ardent emotions 
which expand the glowing boſoms of the Friends of Freedom, 
and of Man. re 
Citizens, That language articulates “the London Correſ- 


omg Society” has deſerved well of their Country. Yes! Fel- 


Citizens, and your country will not be unmindful of your 
MY ; | ſervices, 


» F 


L > 


ſervices. Already, in an elevated tone, they proclaim in your 
own emphatic language Something muſt be done!!! Purſue 
the 1 tenor of your may Perſeveringly ſtretch forward 
to the gial. The 1 of victory ſhall be your reward! and 
the trophies wreſted from the {trong arm of Ariſtotracy ſhall 
inveſt your brows with civic wreaths, Citizens, if aught can 
add to the felicity of having reſlored to your country the 
exerciſe of their rights, to Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Par- 
kiamentr. „ The Society of the Friends of Liberty” would 


| requeſt the privilege of being allowed to conjoin their exer- 


tions with © The London COT Society“ to procure ſo 


Jalutary and indiſpenſible an object. 


It is true, we are ranged under different leaders. Yet being 
engaged in the ſame ſacred cauſe, the ſame ſtandard muſt in- 
fallibly unite us all. 3 | 

We have, Citizens, 
I be honour to be, . 
Your. Fellow Citizens, an 
The Society of the Friends of Liberty; | 
Signed in name and by order of the Society, 
JOSEPH BURKS, Secretary 


ANSWER TO THE SAME. 


Are Committee Room, July 30, 1793. 
EYTIZENS, O75 5 
T was with pleaſure we received your letter, informing us 
of the General Meeting lately held by your Society. We re. 
turn you our ſincere acknowledgments for favouring us with 
the Reſolutions. HDecreted at the ſame; and requeſt your 
acceptance of a ſimilar return from our hands}. We cannot 
but notice the very obliging manner, in which you panegyriſe 


our exertions in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, and for 


which we are at a loſs to make you an adequate return, ex- 
cepting the aſſurance of continuing to perſevere more aſſidu- 
ouſly in that line of conduct which has gained us your appro- 
r h vol ro: rant 

To 3 — of our country is the primary alject we have in 
view. is conſideration ſtimulates us in our purſuits, and is 


1. This letter was nccompanied with fifty copies” of the-proceeitigs ür o 


This 
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This captivating idea is the pride of our hearts! and the 
« happy goal” to which all our efforts are directed. Ves! 


Fellow Citizens, this pleaſing reflection has ſupported us under 


all thoſe trying di fficulties we have ſurmounted ; and when 
our countrymen ſhall be ſufficiently awakened from their lethar- 
c flupor, to be convinced of our intentions in this reſpect, 
then indeed the happy criſis will be arrived when we ſhal 
behold our moſt ardent expectations. crowned with ſucceſs, an 
in the pleaſing emanation of our country's gratitude,-Be 
hailed as the e of Liberty, and our brows encircled with 


+ thoſe civic wreaths you mention! 


Fellow Citizens, we cannot forbear remarking the conclu- 
five part of your letter, in which you have aſſerted, “ it is 
true, we are ranged under different leaders.” On this point we 
deem it neceſſary to ſay, that however © The Friends of Li- 
berty” may be ſituated in this particular, The London Corre- 
ſponding Society” diſclaims any ſuch relation, and aſſures you 
they recognize no leaders, depending only on the correlative exer- 
tions of each other. We mean nothing contumelious in this ob- 
ſervation ; but merely explanative of the condutt which regu- 
lates us in our purſuits after the grand object for which we have 
aſſociated, . 

Citizens, Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, are the 

ncples which actuate our Society; and to reſtore theſe un- 
doubted rights to our countrymen, is the ſole object of our aſſo- 
ciation, And we joyfully fraternize with all who are enliſted under 
the ſame ſtandard ; not in the leaſt doubting, that your ſenti- 
ments beat in-uniſon with ours, and that we are equally zea- 
ous in the cauſe of our —_— and that of mankind. We an- 
＋ the pleaſure we ſhall receive in co- operating with you 
in this laudable purſuit. in N50 8 To I 

And conclude in name and by order b 
The London Correſponding Society,, 
Four Fellow Citizens, 1 181. 1 t 810 
tw iin civic affection, | 
$11 2% + * JOHN ASHLEY, Secxerauy, © 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Assisraxr S820. 


Note. It is neceſſary to obſerve, when the deputation conſiſting of Citizens 
Horcson, Moov, and Younc, waited on the Committee of the Friends 
of Liberty with this anfwer, they appeared to be ſenſibly ſtruck at the impro- 
iety of their aſſertian, lt is true we are ranged under different leaders. 
Their Secretary CITIZEN (Bunxs, who had been appointed to draw up 
the letter, and ſent it without, their inſpection, apologiſed for the term 
„ LEADZ&8,” which he ſaid had accidentally crept into the letter for that of 
names in the hurry of writing, and was a ſoleciſm that ought to be rectified. 
Citizen Bax EA, in a ſpeech of ſome length, reprobated the idea of * Ln ave 
3x3,” and declared it was his belief there was not an individual in the © Soci 
eiche Fricads of Liberty,“ but abhorred “ X KAD EA B“ as much as it e 
| ble 


* 
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fible for the London Correſponding Society to do. The Committee appeared 


-- unanimouſly to applaud the manner in which the London Correſponding Society 


had remarked on this part of their letter, and were anxious that both letters ſhould 
be ſuppreſſed. This produced a promiſe from the deputation to recommend their 
deſire to the General Committee. When this promiſe was made, the deputies 
were not aware that a literal copy of the letter had been conveyed to the reſpect- 
ive Diviſions by their repreſentatives, and that the members in general expreſſed 
their marked difapprobation at the concluſory ſentence of the ſame, and particular- 
ly withcd the aſſertion of the“ Friends of Liberty,” of lt is true we are 
ranged under different leaders. to be diſcouritenanced and repelled. 

This conſideration obliged the Executive Committee to come to the following 


determination; when the Secretary of the © Friends of Liberty“ (Citizen Jos z yu 


Bou AKs) waited upon them with that Society's requeſt ; 
& RESOLVED, Auguſt 4, 1795* 


© That in preference to any other mode of proceeding re- 
lative to their laſt letter, it be recommended to the * Friends 
of Liberty“ to ſend an explanatory reply to our anſwer, which 
will be printed with our other correſpondence.” 
Signed by order of the Executive Committee, 


JOHN YOUNG, Chairman. 


In conſequence of this reſolution, a deputation from that 
Society waited upon the General Committee at their enſuing 


ſitiing, with the annexed extraordinary letter: a communica- 


tion on which we forbear any comments, leaving them to be 
made by our Fellow Citizens, who we make no doubt will ded- 
neate — oh degree of confiſtency it bears with the candid treat- 
ment and cordial approbation experienced by the aforeſaid 
deputation, at the Committee of the © Friends of Liberty,” 


—ñ—L— 


To the GENERAL CoumitTTEE of the Lox pos 
CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


Commuttee Room, Auguſt 6th, 1795. 
CITIZENS, | 


we cannot help expreſſing our aſtoniſhment at your m/ 
conception or miſconſtruction of the words“ It 25 


true we are ranged under different leaders, which, as we em- 
1 them, can mean no more than the committee choſen 
y the ſuffrage of every individual member ot the two ſocieties, 
and not a ſelf- created junto. : * | 
Diſapproving equally with you the aſſuwption of * 


# 
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we might have expreſſed ourſelves in terms perhaps leſs am- 

biguous, However, we hope the foregoing explanation will 
be ſufficient for men of à liberal mind; as to others, we mult 
leave them to the force of their prejudices, only being careful 
on our own part, that we do not defeat in practice, that for 

Which we are contending in theory—EQUAL LIBERTY, 


Weremain, Citizens, 
Yeurs in civic affection, 
Signed in name and by order of the ſociety, 


THOS, WILLIAMS, Preſident, 
*4y 


, | . 


Copy of the Circular Letter to the Fury who tried DANIEL 
IS AAC EATON, on the Indifiment preferred againſt him 
by the Attorney General, for publiſken a ſuppoſed LIBEL 
on his MAJESTY, under the ſimi tude of a GAME COCK, 
and which Letter was accompanied by a Silver Medal, order- 

cd to be ſiruck by the London Correſponding Society on that 
occaſſon. 


Committee Room, July 26, 1795, 


CIR, 


F dap reaſon of our preſent Addreſs is in conſequence of 
| | your impartial conduct as one of the Jury who tried 
116 1 Daniel Iſaac Eaton, for publiſhing a ſuppoſed Libel on the 
ith Ft Magiftrate of this Nation; at a time when our Courts were 
ing with vindiftive proſecutions carried on by the almoſt 
irreſiſtable influence of legal chicanery, aided by the partiality 

of Judges, and the degrading ſervility of juries —— _ 

I) he verdift you gave in this melancholy crifis manifeſted 
to your countrymen, there was ſtill virtue in a Britiſh Jury, 
and raiſed their ſenſe of the value of that invaded bulwark of 
their Rights—The London Correſponding Society, truly ſen- 
ſible of the important e country derived from 
your integrity, as a mark of their eſteem, ordered filver me- 
dals to be {truck emblematic of the occaſiun, and preſented to the 

jury and counſel, | ng ge HY, 
The reaſon. why this order has been ſo long retarded 1s as 
{glows .-When the medals were ready for your acceptance, 
| our 
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Sur Serretary was Smprifoned and his houſe illogally planderdd 


of moſt moveable articles, and amongſt the reſt, this te timony 
oY our approbation, which has been 15 — eu of Keg Privy 

guncil, until lately recovered to the Society, who have ordet - 
ed them to be ſent according to their firff reſolution. 

We hope this will be a ſufſicient apology for ſo late a deli- 
very: And that you may long enjoy this token of our eſteem, 
For nobly daring to ſet the glorious ys to thoſe patri- 
otic juries, Who have alſo dared to reſiſt the ſanguinary wiſhes 
Of an impertous Ariſtoeracy ; by which the lives of citizens have 
been preſerved!!! and the moſt beneficial effects are likely to 


« 


be produced to our country, 


Is the fervent wiſh of your fellow-citizens, 
in civic affection, 
in name and by order 
of the London Correſponding Society, 


JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Achſtant Sec, 


Copy of the Letter fent to Citizens Felix Vaughan and Join 
Gurney, the Counſel, on the Trial of DANIEL ISAAC EA. 
TON, and accompanied with Silver Medals, the ſame as 


thoſe preſented to the Fury. 


Committee Room, July 17, 1795, 
SIR, 


S a mark of our eſteem, for the patriotic and man- 

ly manner in which you diſcharged the duties of 
your office, when our fellow-citizen Daniel Iſaac Eaton was put 
to the bar, for publiſhing a ſuppoled libel on the Chief Magiſ- 
trate of this conntiy, filver medals emblamatic of the occaſion, were 
ordered to be ſtruck and preſented to the jury and counſel, 

When this teſtimony of our grateful remembrance of your 
exertions in the cauſe of liberty, was ready for your acceptance, 
our Secretary was ſeized, his houſe plundered, and himſelf im- 

iſoned. I hat ſeizure not only OY him of ſeveral arti- 
cles of his property, but likewiſe the Society of ſeveral arti. 
cles belonging to its inſtitution. | 


Among others thele takens of our afprobation eſcaped not the 


harpy 
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cannot fail to 
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hargy talons of epprefſion, and have been very lately recovered 
to 


the Society. | 
Now that we have it in our power to apply them accord- 


ing to their original deſtination ; permit us to requeſt your ac- 
ceptance of this grateful tribute to your abilities, manifeſted 
upon an important and trying occaſion : which reſcued the 
minds of Engliſhmen from intellectual ſlavery and has doubtleſs 
conſiderably contributed to thoſe gloriovs and liberal verdicts, 
which have baffled the intrigues of a corrupt government, and 
reſcued the liberties of Britain from the dictation of an inſulting 


and vindictive Aniſtocracy. = 
In ſuch a cauſe we truſt this proof of our reſpect, however late, 


will be cordially received, and that your feelings will beat in - 
uniſon with ours, when we congratulate our country upon the 
event which theſe medals are intended to commemorate. 

That you may long enjoy every diſtinction, which abilities 
ſo eminent, and patriotiſm ſo conſpicuous deſerve from your coun- 
try, and ſtill appear when neceſſary the undaunted champions 


of truth and liberty is the moſt heartfelt wiſh of your ſincere 


friends and fellow-citizens, 
In civic aſfection, 
in name and by order, of 
The London Correſponding Society, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Sec. 


Note. A Deputation conſiſting of Citizens Aſhley, Maxwell and Voung, de- 
livered the above letter and filver medals, which with many marks of gratitude 


were moit cordially received. 


To JOHN ASHLEY, SECRETARY, 
812, | 


which the London Correſponding Society have done 

me the honour to preſent me, asa mark of their approbation 

of my defence of Mr, Eaton, when proſecuted for a ſuppoſed 

libel on the King. | 

So e anegyric upon my profeſſional exertions 

ughly gratifying to me, and the very com- 

plimentary letter which accompanied the medal demands my 
particular acknowledgments, ; 
| am Sir, your moſt obedient Servant, 


JOHN GURNEY: 


92 my return from the Circuit, I received the medal 


Eſſex· court, Temple, Aug. 8, 1795. Coe 
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Copy of a Letter from the London Reforming Society! Fe 


FELLOW CITYZENS, -1 3 


HE London Reforming Society returns you their thanks 
for fifty copies of your Addreſſes and Reſolutions, pre- 
ſented them by your Society, We readily ſubſcribe to the 
doctrine you have advanced, that * abuſes originating in ig- 
norance are ſupported by folly,” and therefore direct our efforts 
chiefly — informing the judgments of our-countrymen 3 
but, however far we may be inclined to extend the empire 
of knowledge, we find our endeavours limited by various 
difficulties, and among theſe, our want of acquaintance with 
the country Societies is none of the leaſt, Convinced that 
if a communication was opened between them and us, it would 
contribute towards promoting the cauſe, we ſhould eſteem 
it a favour if you would furniſh us with the addreſſes of the 
different ſecretaries, with whom you correſpond, in order that 
we may open ſuch communication, In making this requeſt, 
we are encouraged from the conſideration, that bigotry and 
ſelfiſhneſs have no place in the breaſts of Patriots, and that 
you will as readily aſſiſt us to do good, as you would be to 
do it yourſelves; for we have eſtabliſhed it as a maxim, that 
« It matters not who has the honor of an action, if our country 
has the benefit; and we aſſure you, that in making this ap- 
plication, we have no other view than that of ſerving our 
country. We allo take this opportunity of calling to your 
recollection, a former engagement entered into by our re- 
ſpective Committees, for carrying the book plan into execu- 
tion, and hope you will fix an early period for opening the 
conference, while we remain in the bonds of civic affection, 

5 Your Fellow Citizens, compoſing by 

The London Reforming Society, 5 
J. BONE, Secretary. 


— 
ANSWER TO THE SAME. 


committee Room, Auguſt 14, 1795. 
| FELLOW CITIZ2ENS, 


I E received your letter of the goth ult. ſtating two re- 
queſts ; one for favouring you with the names of the 
SECIEtanies 
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Secretaries of the country Societies, the other to hold a farther 
conference on the plan for publiſhing political pamphlets, 

After mature deliberation on the firſt requeſt, we are con- 
vinced it would neither be juſt nor proper to diſcloſe the 
names of the country correſpondents, and, as ſuch, we can- 
not poſſibly comply with your requeſt, which we hope will 
not be conſidered as bigotry or ſelfiſhneſs; for we ſhall be 
ever ready to promote the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, by 
aſſiſting others, as well as doing it ourſelves ; and we readity 
acquieſce in that maxim you have eſtabliſhed, namely, “It 
matters not who has the Honor of an action, if our country 
reaps the benefit.“ 

With reſpett to the ſecond requeſt contained in your letter, 
we are ſo fully occupied in printing the various publications 
determined on by the London Correſponding Society, that we 
cannot at preſent attend to a conference on the plan which 
you ſubmitted to us ſome time ſince, 

We remain your Fellow Citizens. 
Signed in name and by order of 
The London Correſponding Society, = 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Afliſtarit Sec. 


— = | | 
Copy of a Letter from Leominſter in Herefordſhire» 


| Leominſter, Auguft 2, 4799. 
1D SECRETARY ASHLEY. = | 
BROTHER CITIZEN, 


JIJROMPTED by motives of unbiaſſed love for my 
and ſenſible of the enormous abuſes which have crept 
nto our government, under the prefent adminiſtration, with 
whom tyranny and appreſſion is become the order of the day: I am 
convinced it is the bounden duty of every Citizen, whoſe mind 
is enlightened by the divine rays of truth and reaſon, to endea- 
vourto ſpread political knowledge among his long deluded coun- 
trymen ; and diſcover to them, that thoſe whom they have been 
taught to adore, are the chief cauſe of all their ſufferings. Under 
this impreſſion, 1 have with the, aſſiſtance of a few Citizens 
removed the miſt from the eyes of many of our neighbours, and 
have expoſed to their view, the neceſſity of obtaining Uni- 
verſal Suffrage and Annual Parkaments.” Citizens, the refult 
of this has been a determination of eſtabliſhing a Society for 

: « Conſtitutional 
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& Conſtitutional Information” in this place; and (if agreeable} 
opening a communication, with the London Correſponding 
Society, We ſhall conſider it a particular favour, if you will 
{end us inſtructions how to act. In the name of the Citzens 
wiſhng to compoſe this Society, I am authorized to aſſure you, 
that you will always experience, us ardent in the glorious cauſe 
of Reform, and (if wrefar) ready to ſacrifice vur lives in de- 
fence of the rights and liberties of OUR COUNTRY. 

| I I conclude with reſpect, | 

' 1410 | Sir, P | 

Your ſincere Brother Citizen. 


= 


ANSIVER TO THE SAME. 


| Committee Room, London, Auguſt 11, 1798. 
CITIZEN, „ 


Jou letter af the ad inſtint by Citizen Labden came 
5 ſafe to hand. It is with no {mall degree of pleaſure we 
find, that the Friends of Liberty, in various parts of the coun- 
try. are forming themſelves into aſſociations, ſimilar to that 
of the Lopdon Correſponding Society, for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining a Parliamentary Reform, .upon the broad principles of 
Univerſal Sufroge and Annual Parliamentt. Indeed the neceſ- 
ſity_ of ſuch a meaſure is at length become ſo exceedingly 
obvious, and its ultimate ſucceſs, if perſevered in, fo certain, 
that we may have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe a ſimilar 
conduct will be adopted and generally purſued throughout 
the nation. The ſtognation of commerce, the diſtreſſed ſtate 
of out manufacturers, and the decay of trade, together with 
the exorbĩitan tprice of proviſions, occaſioned by this cala- 
mitous and unneceſſary War, ſeems to have rouſed the people 
to a ſenſe of their ſituation; and we truſt that their united 
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effects. You requelt that we © would ſend you inſtructions 
G : how 


88 


Kow to proceed in forming yourſelves into a Society.“ This 


we conceive canno tbe better done by us, than by ſending you 


a few copies of our Regulations and Addreſſes, an attentive ' 


peruſal of which (with ſuch alterations as the locabty of your 
htuation wilt require) we hope will give you every informa- 


tion that may be neceſſary on this head. 


Incloſed allo are a few copies of the Proceedings of our 


General Meeting on the 29th of June; likewiſe a few copies 


of the Duke of Richmond's Letter, and the Report of the 
Friends of the People, on the State of the Repreſentation. 
Wiſhing you ſucceſs in the great cauſe in which we are mu- 
tually engaged. 
We conclude in name and by order of the 
London Correfponding Society. 

JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Secs 


(4 


The following Letters were written in conſequence of 


an Order ſrom the Generel Committee, to confer with a 
Deputation from the Friends of Liberty, on certain 
points relating to a ſum of money collected at Birmingham. 
On all occaſions the London n Society have made 
n a primary confederation to act  fincertty and randour, to 
every deſcription of perſont, honouring em with their no- 

ice; yet too frequently have they had the unpleaſant experi- 
ence of beholding their pureſt motives miſrepreſented to the 


public, with all the calumay and malevolence that malice 


could ſuggeſt. The Executive Committee, fully. ſenſihle of 


the effects ſuch conduct has produced on weak-minded c re- 


dulous perſons, have deemed it neceſſary to publiſh the un- 
dermemioned Correſpondence, in order that there may be 
no poſhbility of inſinuating, that the Society have man- 
ſciled the ſmalleſt particle of neglect, or impropriety of con- 
duct, to che worthy Patrizt who hay been the occaſion of its 


taking place. 1 8 2am: 
Propoſitions ſabmitted to the Executive Committee by Citizens 
Joſeph Burks (Secretary to ts Friends of Liberty) and John 


5 Baxter, ' 


Firſt, * Refpefling the preciſe purpęſes for which the fum of 


1 · 85. 10s, was tcollefted at Birmingham. 


Anſwer. The Executive Committee will immediately write for 


the ſpecial purpje of enquiring into the ſame, and communicate their 
| 32/0) ma- 
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information to the Secretary of the Friends of Liberty as ſoon as 
ble. 
. Into whoſe hands the ſaid ſum was paid in London. 

Anſwer, By the anſwer to the juſt, propoſition. 

Third. What ſum we are enabled to afford Citizen Yorke 
provided it ſhall be found he receives no relief from the ſum raiſed at 
Birmingham ) in tus preſent necchity. | | 

Anlwer. This Committee not being impowered to diſpoſe of the 
finances of the London Correſponding Society, can give no preciſe 
enſwer to the third propoſition. . 

Signed by order of the Executive Committee, 


JOHN YOUNG, Chairman. 
Avgult 23, 1795s 


_— 


LETTER TO BIRMINGHAM, 


London, Auguſt 24, 1795« 
DEAR CITIZEN, 


I conſequence of an order from the Executive Committes 
of the London Correſponding Society, I make bold ts 
trouble you with the following requeſt, We have been in- 
formed the ſum of C. 8. 10s. was raiſed in. Birmingham for 
Henry Yorke, now under confinement in York Caltle, for what is 
termed Sedition. This ſum as it is jappoſed, has been paid through 
miſtake into the hands of ſome perſon in London, to be applied 
towards diſcharging the debt incurred for defraying the ex- 
pences of the perſons indicied for High Treaſon, . 
Now, as there is a material diſtinction between the funds 
raiſed for ſupporting the proſecutions for High Treaſon, and 
thoſe c for Calden; and as Citizen Yorke has made 
application to the Secretary of the Friends of Liberty, to be aſſiſt- 
ed from the ſum raiſed at Birmingham, (which: it has been af- 
ſerted was to be applied for his ſole w/e) 1 beg, Sir, you will inform 
me {or if not in your power, pleaſe to collect the information) whe- 

| ther the above 4 of money collected at Birmingham, Was 


in reality intended for the ſpecial purpoſe of ſupporting Henry 


11 oo Pr A BE 


Yorke in his preſent ſuffering, or for the general purpoſes of defray. 
ing the expences of defending the Citizens indicted for High Trea- 
fon. And, alfo (if not too much trouble) the particular perſon 
who was authorized to remit the ſame, and into whole hands 


Ga | 1 make 


u was paid, | 
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I make no doubt you will ſee the propriety of anfwering 
this requeſt as ſoon as poſſible. If by Thurſday (the day that 


our Committee of Delegates meet) the more agreeable, and you - 
will confer an obligation on your Fellow Citizen 


in civic affection, 
By order of the Executive Committee, 


| J. MOODY, | 
p | ANSWER TO THE SAME. 
19 | Birmingham, Auguſt 26, 1795. 


6 if | DEAR CIT1ZEN, 


Reply inſtantly to yours of the 24th relative to the ſum raiſed 
Lin Birmingham, having had ſomething to do with the ſame, 
| I mean taking a part in the collettion, and being a Subſcriber, I 
* | am therefore enabled to anſwer it clearly Mera. Clarkſon made 
; application to me, to collect ſomething to —_ the expences 
incurred in defendivg the late State Trials. This 1 declined 
taking entirely on myfelf, and recommended the Reverend D. 
Jones of this place as a proper perſon, to whom they applied, and 
the ſum you mention, or nearly the ſame, was collected for that 
purpoſe, and that alone. It was for defraying the expences already 
incurred, in ſaving the lives of Mn honeſt, virtuous men, and the 
LIBERTY of our COUNTRY. e 
Citizen Yorke has al ways been confidered here as a man of 
4 2s fortune, conſequently a perſon who was not in want of any 
mit | ſuch aſſiſtance. The money was paid into the hands of 
| Meſſ. Clarkſons, by the Reverend David Jones (1 again repeat 
it) © for the purpoſe of defraying the expences already incur. 
| . red in ſupporting the Citizens proſecuted for High Treaſon.“ 
i! 1 cannot 1magine how, or by what perverſion your Society 
ſhould be given to underſtand the money collected here was 
for Citizen Henry Yorke; if he is in want of aſliſtance, I 
wiſh ſomething could be done for him, although I am fearful 
Birmingham will be able to do but litile; you well know it 
it has been the ſeat of perſecution ſome time, conſequently the 
= | Patriots have ſuffered ſo much that the taſk is unpleaſant to 
# make theſe kind of applications. 
2 The prevailing faſhion of + Church and King“ is much al- 
Kit | loyed in Birmingham, but 1 am apprehenſive this is more 
448 4 from the effect of feeling than from principle. 
pot I fincerely wiſh the Longon Correſponding Socſety ſucceſs 
in its laudable endeavours, as I am confident, from an aſſem- 
blage 


7 
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viags'Svirtuons and well informed characters, every good the 
country can poſſibly experience is to be effected, and that ſuch 
da body may always make it their primary object to form a 
phalanx againſt deſpotiſm and corruption, is the wiſh of my heart. 
And remain your Fellow Citizen, 55 
; JOHN KEN RICK. 
—— 1 bk <3 b i 


" 4 LETTER TO THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY. 


: Committee Room, September 17, 1795. 
CITIZENS, 


brag to promiſe, we write you the information 
we have received from our correſpondent in Bir- 
mingham, in anſwer to our letter; requeſting to know for- 
what 3 the ſum of £.85 10; was there collected. 
He informs us it was raiſed for the purpoſe of defraying a part 
of the expences incurred by the late proſecution for High 
Treaſon, and not for the uſe of any individual. We are happy 
to learn by our laſt letter from Sheffield, that Citizen Henry. 
Yorke has got the whole of his Trial in his own poſſeſſion, 
andthat it will ſpeedily be publiſhed.— We ſhall feel peculiar. 
pleaſure in aſſiſting: him; by diſpoſing of as many copies as 
poſſible among our members, We conclude,. wiſhing you 
every ſucceſs in the cauſe in which we are mutually embark- 


2 Signed in name and by order of 
The London Correſponding Society, 


| JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Afliſtant Soc. 


LETTER T0 MELBOURNE NEAR DERBY. 


| Committee Room, Auguſt 23, 1793. 
/. CLTIZENS, 


II was with pleaſure we received information from Robert 
1 Venables, of a conſiderable number of Patriots at Mel- 
bourne, who were anxious of forming themſelves into a Po- 

litical Society, and wiſhed our advice in this particular. 
As it is highly neceſſary all the Friends to Reform ſhould 
act with unanimity, we deem it proper to requeſt ſome infor- 
mation reſpecting the preciſe views and ſentiments of che Ci- 
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tizens wiſhing to compoſe this Society; and if we find them 
congenial with the principles on which our inſtitution is 
founded, we ſhall be happy to fraterniſe with you, in order to 
accompliſh the ſame laudable purſuits. 

The preſent diſaſtrous ſtate of our country calls aloud for 
the ſupport of all its real friends, and demands their moſt 
ſtrenous exertions, to avert the impending calamities which 


threaten its deſtruction. When we ſurvey ithe complicated 


evils under which : we labour, it wrings our hearts with pity, 


and excites our indignation at the authors of our ſufferings. | 
Being deprived of our inherent right in the legiſlation of our 


country, we are impoveriſhed by continual taxation, to ſup- 
port a maſs of the moſt barefaced profligacy, Millions of 
public treaſure are laviſhed away, after the moſt ridiculous 
purſuits, eventually tending to load us with guilt and infamy. 

It is not che natural poverty of our country that has occa- 
fioned our preſent wretchedneſs ; for, had a few of the millions 
that have been ſquanderedin the proſecution of this © juſt and 
neceſſary War,” been appropriated to alleviate the neceſſities 


af the people, Britain might have boaſted herſelf a happy na- 


tion, and the ftorehouſe of plenty. 
Citizens, if ſuch conduct had been purſued, we need not 


| have ſeen our Grain ſent to feed emigrant rebels, and foreign mer- 


cenaries, whilſt ourſelves were threatened with the approach · 
To diſſeminate political principles, and to raiſe the peoples 


happineſs on its true baſis, Public virtue, to inculcate a 


thorough knowledge and juſt eſti mation of our Rights to the 
diſpoſal of our lives, liberties, and properties; by means of 
Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suffrage, is the political creed 
of the London Corzelpouding Society. | 
This, we flatter ourſelves, coincides with your ſentiments, 
and ſtimulates you to become active in your duty as good 
Citizens, in reſcuing your oppreſſed countrymen from the 
chains with which an inſulting Ariſtocracy is endeavouring 
to ſhackle them, Citizens, if adverſity ſhould again attempt to 


caſt us down, be virtuous, be firm, and be reſolute to 4 


forward, the determined champions in the cauſe of Reform, 
a cauſe which has reaſon and truth for its ſupporters, and ulti- 
mately 1s {ure to prevail, Wiſhing it may be ſoon brought tq 
this happy iſſue, and that the correlative exertions of its 
triends may be crowned with ſuccels, is the defire of our hearts, 


And we conclude in civic affection, by order of 
The London Correſponding Socicty, 
_ Your Fellow A 


JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary, 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſliftant Secs 
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To the General Committee of the London Correſpond- 
| IF ing Kan, 
| | Spit 2, 1795 
CITIZENS, 


Am defired to inform ou that A N of refpelt- 

I able Citizens, not = yi th of our Beet very 27, are 

ſirous of forming themſelves i into a Diviſion, u the two 
following principles, namely; Firſt, that their members 
ſhould conſiſt entirely of Hodſcholders' and Secondly, that 
their quarterly ſubſcription ſhould be two ſhillings, or half a 
crown; in every other refpe& they are ſtrict con formiſts to 
the principles and the conſtuution of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, it is requeſted that an anſwer may be ſent by our 
Delegate, either verbal or otherwiſe, and you will very much 


oblige yours to — 
— JOHN VIALLS Secretary 
to Devaliw 27. 
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ANSWER To. THE CO 
. September 17. 2795: 
erriezu, '2 700 wel. 01.77 


UR letter of the IF ina was rad to the Gee 
Committee, but the offer of your Friends did not: 
to meet with any degree of probation. —Wethink c Aves 
called on both by our ef for you, and our — to- 
ward all perſons who are willin f to take any ſhare of che la- 
bour in promoting the cauſe of Liberty, to Wap what we 
concave to be the prevailing ſentiments in 'our Society, re- 
lative to ſuch offers. We ppprevend your Friends, in WI 
to reli the Society to be formed by themſelves to houſe- 
holders, imagine they will thereby be more r ey of ning and 
we admit, that men who are not under the neceffity of 
the neceſſaries of life by daily labour, have a greater - 
tunity of acquiring moral improveme than thoſe of di 
circumſtances; and where they. make a good uſe of that you 
+ it is likely they will become more reſpeRtable; but 
this, not themſelves, but others . and that chiefly 
from their conduct in mixed Society. 

It is the reproach of this, as well as every pther commercial 
country, that property ĩs too much reſpected. As ati evidence 
of i abd economy it is reſpe table, but it can by mo 
maans be conſidered as a general teſt of moral rectitude, and 
the attempt to arrogate to it more reſ per, than it deferves, is 
generally a — of narrow ſentimenth © abs be. 5 

0 


| - intentioned Citizens, ſo much that they” yere preve 


L 586 1 
Tous no an F truly reſpectable whv is not — 1 


by ſentiments of ilanthropy; and we conceive it neceſſar 
that every man A who wiſhes to evinct ſuch a character, ſhould 
endeavour to municate to his Fellow Citizens whatever 
—— 2 improvement he has had an opportunity of ac- 
but this can never be effected while men of different 
2 are ſtudious of keeping diſtin companies. * 

5 re hope your Friends on reconſidęring this buſin 

will comply Wit the eſtabliſhed mode and terms of admiſſion, 
by which means they will, as we doubt nat they witſh,, pros 
Sate the cauſe of Univerſal. Suffrage and ex e, . 


_ . Weconclude in name and by order of 

: The London Correſ 12 Society, - 

1 _ . JOHN ASHLEY, 

Bw wes; ALEX. GALLOWAY, 55 Se. 
IE 14 „ 5077100 + 
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To the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
High Wycombe," September 2, 1795 · 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 


„ 


OUSED from our ſtupor by the accumulated eyils undet 
R. which our cou try abours: we the Wycomb CORKE 
SPON DING SOCI 
1 r.exertions with "hols e of your Society, to obtain 


feel it an incumbent du e 


8 
Univerſal Suffs rage and Annual Parliaments, the legal, "i = 


—— and 1ndilpenfible RIGHT, Britons have to ſhi 


he legil ſlation of their country. 
The commencement of our Society could boaſt 60 Kor 
than. three members, and ſorry are we to mention, that in fw 
gs our numbers accumulated only to twelve, who on Aug! 
th, met and formed themſelves into political a tion 
On September 1ſt three other members incor ed with dsl 
The ig — and Ariſtocratic inhabitants having miſcorc 
Arn our intentions into criminal dejigns, alarmed many = 
n 
Joining our laudable undertaking. Paus 119 
At our laſt . we were menaced dy all the e 
chat malevolence could pour forth 3 gain ſt us, and u 
miſrepreſentation. I E MAYOR Was induced to ay'us | 
zviſit, and officially Wor to be inforthed of the preciſe intent 
cof our aſſociation ; in anſwer our Preſideni rep! ied, -oſlble, 
our intent was to procure in as peaceable'a mater as Ss 
dur native rights to Univerſal 4, f and Annual — 


To which his worſhip replied, * am a F — TO LE 
0 * BERT * 


„ „„ 


. / anda ae 


D 


TY as much as any man, and declare a REFORM is neceſlary ; 


and if you will obſerve a 3 line of conduct in your 


endeavours; you will not be interrupted, therefore perſevere 
and OBTAIN YOUR END,” The Mayor then acquainted 
us he would do himſelf the pleaſure to viſit us again. Our in- 


ſtitution having received this ſanction, we ardently hope our 


Fellow Citizens will join us without any apprehenſion of dan- 
er. WY 

We ſhould eſteem it a peculiar privilege to correſpond with 
your Society, by which means we hope to receive inſtruction 
with ſuch information as may cheriſh us in our infant ſtate, 
If you ſhould favour us with your notice, we requeſt you 
will inform us of the progreſs and preſent ſtate of your Society. 

We remain your Fellow Citizens, 


Signed by order of . 
The High Wycombe Correſponding Society. 
— Secretary. 
— — 


ANSWER TO THE SAME. 


| Committee Room, September go, 1795. 
FELLOW CITIZENS, x | 


We: received your civic letter of the 2d inſtant, which 
| gave us much pleaſure ; but the multiplicity of buſi. 
neſs which has lately occupied our attention, prevented our 
anſwering it ſooner, which we doubt not you will deem a. 
ſufficient apology. We are happy to find the friends of Re- 
form in High Wycombe, are ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with the 
neceſſity of aſſociating to obtain a Parliamentary Reform, It 
is only by the united efforts of the people that we can accom- 
Pliſh the object of our purſuit, namely, Univerſal Suffrage. 
and Annual Parliaments, and is the only. means of regaining 
that Liberty which was once the boaſt of Engliſhmen. As the 
diſtreſſes which this country labours under, ariſe from the want 
of a free and equal repreſentation of the people in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, it is the indiſpenſible duty of every 
man who wiſhes well to his country, of every man who is a 


friend to the peace, the proſperity, and, above all, the per- 


manent happineſs. of mankind ; boldly to come forward and 
oppoſe that corrupt and profligate adminiſtration, which 
wrings from the hand. of the peaſant what may corrupt the 
virtue of the ſenator, and which drains the ſources of national 


hqnour, Is there any man that loves that beautiful gradation 


of Society which gives to toil, and talents, and virtue, their 
z | H ſtations 


- L . , 


4 
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Nations and forms, which kindles them where they are not, 


and rewards them where they are? Let him join in publicly 


reprobating and effectually deſtroying that diſgraceful traffic 
in which the plunder that has been earned by paſt infamy is 
allowed to become the purchaſe of future honours, in Which 
the opulent are enriched by the labours of the poor, and 
enobled by the application of their riches, When thepretence 
to virtue is thrown away as an uſeleſs incumbrance, and 
when wicked acts challenge the public vengeance by mſolent 
promulgation, the meaſure of vice and folly is full; At ſuch 
a criſis, to be ſilent is to be criminal; it therefore becomes 
every honeſt man to make his voice heard, and his ſentiments 
known, and to purſue with unremitting ardour every ſenti- 
ment ewbracing the intereſts of freedom, and cruſhing the 
inſolence of power. | | 

But, Fellow Citizens, we need not expatiate long on the 
misfortunes of our country :—the half-ſtarved manufacturer, 
the poor mechanic, and the laborious peaſant, ſufficiently feel 
the effects of a miniſterial rapacity and peculation; it there- 
fore becomes our duty to yok out to them the way to obtain 


effeftual redreſs. Here, Citizens, Ignorance preſents itſelf as 


the greateſt obſtacle io the progreſs of Reform, all our efforts 


ought therefore to be directed to its extirpation ; for, till this 
powerful enemy to ſcience, this foundation of tyranny, be 
CO the dawn of Liberty can never brighten into perfect 
The times are favourable to our exertions in the cauſe of 
Liberty, The avidity of the public mind for political know- 
ledge continues to increaſe, inſomuch, that we find there is 
fearcely an individual, efpecially in towns and cities where 
men are preſſed together, ſo that minds can come into contact; 
that is not in ſume degree animated with the deſire of politi- 
cal enquiry. The rapid progreſs which we have already made 
in the cauſe of Reform, diſcovers a willingneſs in the people 
to aſſociate; and if the ſame activity pervades every other Þ - 
triotic Society, the period is not far diſtant when Liberty 
ſhall trrumph throughout the country, and the deſpotiſm of 
courts and miniſters ſhall be no more, | 

You rell us, Fellow Citizens, you have been menaced by 
the ariſtocratic and the ignorant: Perſecution is the beſt poſ- 
fible teſt of virtue and patriotiſm. Vice and virtue, truth and 
falſehood have waged eternal war; we muſt therefore expect 
to meet with oppoſition, but let us be undaunted, active and 
vigilant ; let us ſeize upon the opportunities as they preſent 
themſelves, and we ſhall turn thote very perſecutions to our 
advantage ; let us endeavour, by the mild arts of gentle and 
perſuaſive argument, to difpel thoſe clouds of bigotry and 
prejudice, which have fo long enveloped the deluded Ry | 

—_ EW 9 
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of our Fellow Countrymen, and thereby haſten the triumphs 
of truth and reaſon. | 
We congratulate you upon the pacific conduct of your 
Mayo ; it is a proof that there are advocates of Liberty in 
thoſe circles, where we have been accuſtomed to ſee nothing 
but a venal compliance with the corruptions of ariſtocracy 
and the uſurpations of miniſterial deſpotiſm. This ſhould 
ſtimulate us to preſs forward by juſt, ſpirited, and peaceful 
exertions towards the accompliſhment of our objett—an object 
to be for everloved, becauſe the cauſe of Liberty is the cauſe 
of juſtice and human happineſs, 
Herewith we ſend you twenty-five copies of our Addreſſes 
and Reſolutions, together with forty copies of the Narrative 
ef our laſt General Meeting, 
Wiſhing to hear from you ſhortly—By Order of 
The London Correſponding Society, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary, 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſfiſtant Sec. 


þ RENE 
cor OF A LETTER FROM DUNDEE. 


| Dundee, Sept. 3, 1795+ 
sil, 2 OOF: 


TD. OBERT SANDS, my friend, and late fellow priſoner, hav- 
ing intimated to me, that you are a member of the London 
Correſponding Society, I have deemed it requiſite to addrels 
vou on the prelent occaſion, * | 
Having formerly had the honour of being Secretary to the 
Patriotic Society, called the Friends of Liberty, aſſociated in 
this place, for the purpoſe of obtaining a Reform in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament; I was ſeized and loaded with chains, 
and the Society ciſperſed ; being now happily dilcharged from 
my bonds, and again reſtored to my Fellow Citizens, ſeveral 
them haye reſolved to re- organiſe their Society, for the ex- 
preſs purpoſes of its original inſtitution. 
The late arbitrary proceedings. of the enemies to Liberty, 
operated in ſo terrifying a manner on the Scots Patriots in ge- 
neral, that for a time their ſpirits ſunk beneath the ſtandard 
of mediocrity ; in conſequence of which their efforts became 
languid, and the ſacred flame which had been kindled in their 
breaſts almoſt extinguiſhed. 
Ihe ſtrong arm of power, the overbearing influence of ariſ- 
tocracy, the withdrawing of patronage, the depriving artizans 
of employ, together witk the introducing of the old French 
„ N H a ſyſtem 


* 


. 


perſons learning the firſt rudiments of literature. 
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ſyſtemof Spies and Informers, have occaſioned the majority of 
the Friends of Reform to decline all public appearances: not- 
withſtanding ſuch a formidable conſpiracy is ranged againſt the 
cauſe of Truth, its principles are ſilently gaining ground, and 
a ſpirit of enquiry is manifeſt among all deſcriptions of people; 


add to this, the infatuated condutt of miniſtry does not a 


little contribute in forwarding the grand ſyſtem of reformation. 
The ſtudy of Engliſhmen has long been to define their natu- 
ral, political, civil, and religious rights ; whilſt by an acquired 
habit of eaſy acquieſcence, Scotchmen have long been the pal- 
five dupes to FEUDAL TYRANNY. LON 

During the deſtroying blaſt of perſecution, we ſtood pene- 


trated with admiration at the manly fortitude and tried pa- 


triotiſm of our ſouthern Brethrenz we beheld with aſtoniſh- 
ment the glorious ſtand your Society made againſt the powerful 
phalanx which attacked it; and it is not in the power of hu- 
man eloquence to utter what we felt when your cauſe and 
ours was pronounced eventually TRIUMPHANT. 

The Citizens of Dundee congratulate your Society on that 
happy event, and requeſt it will not be backward in corre- 
ſponding with them on the ſubje& of Reform; we do not de- 
ſpair of being able to rouſe our countrymen from their inac- 
tivity, and bring them once again to advance againſt oppreſſion, 

With pleaſure we received the account you tranſmitted to 
your friend,of the London Correſponding Society being more 
conſolidated than ever; we are anxious to be informed of 
the plan by which it is conducted, in order that we may 
imitate the ſame, like babes liſping to ſpeak, or unlettered 

Dear Citizen, if you cannot of your own knowledge in- 
form us of what we have requeſted, pleaſe to tranſmit this 
letter to the Secretary of your Society; and we doubt not 
but he will give it everv attention in his power, Le. 

If it was at all neceſſary, I would make you an apology for 
the trouble which I have burthened you with on this account ; 
but refle&ing that the ſame motives actuate your efforts in the 
cauſe of Truth that have ſtimulated mine fince I began my 
political career, THE PUBLIC GOOD, I judge all compli- 
ments between ſuch perſons to be entirely uſeleſs when relating 
to the objett they have in view. For the preſent I conclude 
greeting you, and a}l good Citizens, with health and frater- 
an | * Lt 
. Signed by order of | | 
Ihe Dundee Friends to Liberty, 


iP 8. We are greatly at a loſs how to judge of the conduft 
of our dear friend and worthy colleague Maurice Margarot ; 
| . . 3 . at 


| Secretary, | 
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at preſent we are aſſured much blame attaches to him by the 
accounts received from his fellow ſufferers; but this is not 
done in what ue deem a manly manner, but couched under 
ambiguous inſinuating terms, ſo that he is accuſed, but for what 
we are left to gueſs. Our opinion however of the man, whoſe 
civiſm and virtue have been ſo eminently conſpicuous, is un- 
ſhaken ; and we earneſtly exhort all real friends of Liberty, 
not raſhly to pronounce judgment againſt him, but patiently 
to await, as becomes good Citizens, a cool inveſtigation into 
the condutt of this great example of tried patriotiſm, We are 
apprehenſive a miſunderſtanding has taken place between 
theſe worthies, which, when explained, will be cleared up to 
the ſatisfaction of them all. ; 
Citizen James Ellis, the attendant on Citizen Palmer, has 
a father in this place; if you can point out the means b 
which he can ſend ſome neceſſary articles to his ſon, it wi 
be conlidered a very great favour, 


— 
ANSIVER To THE SAME, 1 


; Committee Room, Sept. 23, 1795. 


CITIZENS, 


WE received your letter on the 10th by favour of Citizen 
Gilchriſt, and were rejoiced to hear that though the 
friends of Reform in Dundee have not openly avowed them- 
ſelves of late, they are no leſs convinced of the abſolute 
and indeſpenſible neceſſity of a thorough Reformation in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament. Our pleafure in the receipt 
of your letter was in ſome degree damped by the information 
that you began almoſt to deſpair of obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform. We conjure you by your intereſt and the duty you 
owe poſterity to perſevere, again unite yourſelves into a So- 
ciety for the laudable purpoſe of enlightening the deluded, 
niſguided, and uninformed part of our countrymen ; for we 
are convinced, that if the Friends of Reform in Scotland will 
dut encourage that ſpirit of enquiry (which you ſay engages 
he attention of all men among you), it will convince them of 


ourage them to take every yigorous and neceſſary ſtep for 
be final accompliſhment of the glorious cauſe for which we 
ave ſo long and ſo peaceably aſſociated, It is through 1g- 
torance the world ſuffers, and in exact proportion to the want 
f knowledge deſpotiſm prevails, Were the ruling powers 
s aſſiduous in teaching the people their own importance in 


e political world, as they are for their penſions and _— 
0 | the 


heir right to diſcuſs all political ſubjects, and it will alſo en- 


» 
} 
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the face of things would ſoon change, and general happiness 
would prevail over one and all. How have we been traduced as 


a vile {ct of levellers, diſaffected to order, juſtice and humanity: 


What is there in. our condutt that ſhould fo much offend a 


certain deſcription of men? Are our requelts unfair. unjuſt, 
or unreaſonable ? Is it a crime to ſolicit a fair and equal Repre- 


ſentation. of the People; if it is, how criminal has been the 


conduct of our Heaven- born miniſter, and his defpotic aſſoci- 
Tiates? ls it a crime to wiſh for no corruption in the time of 
election? Surely not; therefore to oppoſe theſe things, be- 


trays a corrupted heart; as it reſpetts the time, all times are 
proper for the adminiſtration of good, it cannat come too ſoon 
or continue too long. A period (we hope and truſt) will 


come, when theſe things ſhall be demanded : we anticipate | 


the time, when the rulers of the nation ſhall link intereſts 
With the nation, when the people collectively ſhall be regard- 
ed; the former ſhall acknowledge themſelves as the ſervants 
of the public for general good, the latter as their ſupporters 
in the execution of their office, by the cheerful (not forced) 
contribution of every neceſſary ſupply. 

Oh happy, happy day, when the time will come, that 
one intereſt ſhall bind the hole nation, nay the whole world, 
as Citizens and Brethren! We have much ſatisfaction in in- 
forming the Friends of Reform in Dundee, that the London 
Correſpondin Society has increaſed ſince our General Meet- 
ing of che ag! of June, in a manner which has equalled, il 
not ſurpaſſed the moſt ne not 'the wiſhes) 
of our moſt zealous members, ſince that time we have made 


| upwards of kfteen hundred members: This ſhould Rtimulate 


ou to perſeyere, remember that. perſeverance often enfarce 
ucceſs.” Encloſed we ſend you fifty copies of our 
ions, and fifty copies of the proceedings of our late Genera 
Heeting; if you ink og can diſpoſe of a large quantity, yo 
May have them at bookſellers price, by writing us word. Oftca 
as the manly tear of pity been preſſed from our eyes, whe 
we have thought on the dear, though abſent Friends; hut the 
have been dried up by the pleaſing recolleRion, that a conſc 
ous ſenſe of innocence will give them pleaſure, ſuch as theit 
perſecutors will never feel; we doubt not but the cauſe fc 
which they ſuffer will riſe ſupexior to all the united effort 
which it is poſſible for their greateſt enemies to oppole ; wit 
this hope we cloſe our preſeut letter, wiſhing you ſucceſs an 
Perſeverance to ſupport the obſtarles which may be:invende 
to interrupt you in your conſtitutional purſuits, 
We conqlude in name and by order of 
The London Correſponding Society, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
| ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſlſtant Sec. 
„. — 1 Sint 
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p. S. Since the departure of our worthy colleague, Maurice 


MNMargarot, we have had the pleaſure of ſometimes hearing from 


him, if you have any thing to tranſmi , 
ſending it. ny thing Gwe ſhall be happy in 
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM NORWICH. 


To the PRESIDENT or THE Lonpox CokRESTON D 
INC Yoeclery. | 


CITIZENS, 


E acknowledge the receipt of your civic letter, dated 
wW the 20th of July; we thank you for the encloſed copies 
of your Proceedings, and likewiſe for the Report on the State 
of The Repreſentationof the Friends of the People, We ſhould 
eſteem it a favour if you could ſpare more of them, as the 
former were inſufficient to circulate ; or if you will ſend a 
hundred of each, they ſhall be paid for. 

We write to you on this occaſion to requeſt full and ample 


| information of the ſtate and number of the different Societies 


in Great Britain and Ireland, and of thoſe particularly with 
whom you correſpond, that we may alſo open a correſpond. 
ence with them, and from time to time ſend them our Reſo- 
lutions, &c; we wiſh particularly to know the names of per- 
ſons in thoſe Societies, to whom we may addreſs our letters. 
Wie have the ſatisfactionof informing you of the very rapid 
increaſe of our Society in Norwich, and Norfolk; we have at 
preſent nineteen Divifions, and more are daily forming; we 
circulate {mall pamphlets and hand-bills ; —we wiſh much to 


encourage cheap editions of works, or ſelect parts. The Po- 


litical Progreſs of Great Britain, is a book, in our opinion, well 
calculated to ſerve the general intereſts of Liberty. 

We are likewiſe deſirous of informing you, that we have 
come to a reſolution to ſupport men of our own principles 
only, at the next General Election, ſo as either to lend men 
firm in the cauſe or none. We wiſh to recommend this line 
of condut to all our Friends in Great Britain We wiſh to 
keep aloof from 2 and Whig principles, as a diſtinction 
deyoutly to be wiſhed. 

We are in doubt whether to call Aſſemblies for the — 
of petitioning for peace or not. On the one hand we are fear» 
ful of ſtrengthening the intereſt of for diſant Patriots and 
Whigs, and on the other of favouring the cauſe of Mar 
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who we think are deſirous of getting rid of a bad cauſe in a 
handſome manner, | ur 

We firmly believe that nothing but want of energy, unani- 
mity, or management, can deprive us of our long wiſhed ob- 
Jet, We ſee with unſpeakable delight, the minds of the people 
gradually diſpelling the miſts of error in which they were 
enveloped, We believe it our buſineſs to lend our aid to ſuch 
a glorious undertaking, and we hope.to hail the auſpicious 
day in which a great people will think for themſelves, and 
boldly chaſe, to diſtant regions, the tyrants and oppreſſors of 
3 | | mankind, | h | 

We remain, expecting a ſpeedy anſwer, for the Norwic 
Patriotic Society, | 

Yours with civic affection, 


Preſident, 
—— Secretary. 


Nor wich, Sept. 8, 1795. 
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ANSWER TO THE SAME. 
Commuttee Room, September 23, 1795« 


CITIZENS, 


WE received yours of the 8th Inſt, with pleaſure, and 
* congratulate you on the increaſe of your numbers, 
and the rapid progreſs knowledge 1s „ e the 
country: The Sun of Truth is riſing! and his benign influenee 
will ſpeedily extend over the habitable globe—Mankind are 
awaking ! the voice of the people is heard! Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion alteady begin to tremble ! Reaſon and Fortitude ap- 
pear to have ſuperſeded Bigotry and pale-eyed Timidity ! 
Ambition, the ſoul of war, will ſoon be humbled ! and the 
time is faſt approaching, when peace with plenty crowned will 

quiet the clamours of ſurrounding nations!!! 
We look forward with ſteady and ſtrengthened hopes to 
the object of our purſuit, little doubting. that our endeavours 

will be ſucceſsful. The miſer may as ſoon be prevailed upon 
to part with his gold, as thoſe men guided by philanthropy 

and the love of Liberty to ceaſe their exertion in the cauſe of 
Reform. We applaud your determination to ſelect for your 
Repreſentatives, men that will maintain thoſe principles for 
which we have aſſociated ; and if ſuch characters can be found, 

it will undoubtedly be an acquiſition to the cauſe. Our reli- 
anee is not fixed on any partial oppoſition, experience having 


taught us that its chief aim is to obtain power, which — 
| gaine 
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teined Reform will be ſcbuted with the fame degree bf tun« 
ning, asf was by thoſs Hypoctiticat decdvers, who now 

ſteer the courfe of corruption 1! | 
We are in the ſame ubtfut dilemins a5 ybutſetves with 
reſpett to petitivnirig ; or rather out belief is, tat nd good for 
— My cart 1 from fuch a — therefore our de- 
is feilt . — — —.— ple uniting their ef- 
forts i eee as mu mall e s poffible the defigti- 

and intriguin erte of an ambitious miniſter} 

— — chat yo many of our countrymen Mk retain in 
tha cies of ignoratit —_— that regards artificial diſtini&iotis 
2 ſtitaring the fory of a natidti; But How- 
ever di ſtant ſome may chin it from the prefent moment, we 
have every teaſon to Weites the prefudices by which theſe 
follies #re ſupported wilt ſoon be entirely etadicited, and 
that the riſing generation inſtructed in their rights, will not 


— wy weakneſs to be duped with fuch artifices by venal 


_— igate courtiers. 
Ie is with conſiderable pleafure we are enabled to inform tr 
of dur having made near 2 hundred new members 
aur laſt General Mestin Be e cannot at preſen tacquaint you 
of the exact ſtate of the —— oe s far, we 
ean' obſerve, that our correfpotidente is daily in , and 
v hear of, that wiſh to form N ves nts milar 
aſſociations. 
Wo ate forry it is not il Sur pos, comply with 
deſire, in ſending you the names Fs our 3 Garten. 
ciits, and we hope the particular reaſons for ſo doing, wil 
ſufficietitly ſtrikin ag, if re-conſidbr yout requeſt; |; as 
we apprehend you will e necellity for obſetving fore 
— — of radence in thefe ties, on a confidefation of ſo de- 
an 
This lexter — with a hundred copies ot out 
Regulations; amd a hundred copies of the * of out 
late Geticral Meeting. 
th <; 192 — in name and by order of - 
V The London t a . 
eg SHLE ; DCE ak#; | 
AEN OALELOWAY; Af sro 
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e Ye Litter ſent to Sunny in Maddie. 
Committee Room September 10, 1793+ 
n dw & een b 


London Correſponding Society received with pecuiaf 
n, the information frote” Citisen Wood, of & 
1 Patriots 


cracy, Whenever they found one faction dec 
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Patriotie Society being inſtituted in Sunbury, for the avowed 
objet of procuring a radical Reform in the Commons Houle 


of Parliament, in à legal and peaceable manner. 


- N = 0 


We ſhall be ever ready to co-operate with ſo laudable an 


inſlitution, truſting that by our united exertions, e ſhall at 
laſt be able to procure to the People of Britain, their long loſt 

rights, Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments | The moſt 
diſtant hope of ſo glorious an event, oughto ſtimulate every 
good Citizen, ho has the welfare of the nation at heart, to 


ſep forward and take an active part in diſſeminating that po- 


| litical knowledge, by which alone it can be accompliſhee. 


We are fully convinced that no hopes ought to be placed 


in any thing elſe but the people; and this idea ſhould be dili- 
gently propagated, for in every country which has been mock- 


ed by the name of Liberty, it has been the nies of axiſto- 
ining;to hold up 
to view another under the name of oppoſition; this would be 


'only a change of men, not a change of meaſures We there- 


fore are particularly anxious to guard our Fellow Citizens 
againſt the impropriety of looking up to ſuch men for a redreſs 
of grievances, all our preſent evils originate from the corrupt 
ſtate of what is called Repreſentation. owes inal 
It appears to us, that the | moſt effectual mode of obtaining 
the grand end of our Aſſociation; is to diffuſe knowledge 
among the uninformed part of the country, by means of cheap 
ublications, tending to convince them of the actual neceſſity 
of forming themſelves into Societies of this deſcription ; and 
when our countrymen ſhall be united, they will find no dif- 
ficulty in 8 a reſtoration of thoſe ri hts; which have 


ſo long and fo unjuſtly been withheld from them. 


We recommend a ſteady perſeverance among the Friends 
of Reform, as we are well aſſured that the cauſe of Freedom 
is making rapid progreſs een the nation; and there is 
every reaſon to ſuppoſe that ariſtocratic vengeance will again 
be let looſe, in endeavouring to ſtop the current of informa- 
tion among the ignorant part of the country, they as well as 
ourſelves being perfectly convinced that ignorance and folly 
is their whole N and when theſe ſhall have been rooted 
from among. our country, then ſlavery and tyranny muſt of 
neceſlity ceaſe. | 

We lament the continuation of a Wat undertaken for the 
manifeſt purpoſe of deſtroying the © Liberties of France, and | 
inſulting thoſe of Britain,” Has not the energetic conduct of 
the French Republic ſhewn the powers of Europe, th&abſur- 
dity and folly of a continuation of hoſtilities for their favour- 
ite proj̃ecł of placing a King on the Throne of France? Sorry 
we ire 40 ſay, 7 ſo many thouſands of our fellow creatu 
15 Victims to fo diſgraceful a cauſe ; beſides millions of treꝶ - 
hie ſquandered in the ſarfie unhappy purfuiti 


We 
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We accompany this with twenty-five copies of our Regula - 
tions, twelve copies of the Duke of Richmond's Letter to 
Col. Sharman, and the State of the Repreſentation by the So- 
ciety of the Friends of the People, and twenty-five copies of 


the Narrative of the Proceedings at our late General Meeting. 
We conclude wiſhing a ſteady and active 1 in 


the cauſe of Reform, and from ſuch a line o 
is no doubt but ſucceſs will folow. 
We are your Friends and Fellow Citizens, 
Signed in name and by order of 


The London Correſponding Society. 


v JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. | 
ALEX. GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Sec. 


conduct, there 


P. S. You will no doubt hear with pleaſure of our rapid in- 


creaſe of members; nearly two hundred a week, This we 


truſt will a& as a ſtimulus to our country Friends to perſevere 
in their laudable and juſt purſuits, 

It will afford us pleaſure in hearing from you as often as con- 
venient. . * - 


— — 


To the London CoxxESTONDIX G SOCIETY. 


Birmingham, September 11, 1795. 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 


ECEIVING the honor of a viſit from the bearer, a mem; 
ber of your truly reſpectable Inſtitution ; we joyfully 
embrace this favourable opportunity of conveying our ſenti- 
ments to you, as the political Seminary of our iſland, 
Britons might {till have remained enveloped in the gloomy 
ſhades of ignorance and ſuperſtition, and have been ingulph- 
ed in the chaos of gothic barharity; had not your Society 
cried aloud, © Let there be digit“ and let us convey its illumi- 
nating rays to the underſtandings of our darkened countrymen, 
We preſume it will not be deemed irreleyant in us to de- 
pict the ſleeping patriotiſm of our country, under the ſimilitude 
of —. Lazarus, and the London Correſponding Society, 
as its political Saviour, kindly ſtimulating the inanimate 
valetudinarian to ariſe from his ſtate of torpidity, thereby 
convincing the aſtoniſhed multitude of the truth of your doc- 
trines, by which the latent dee of Liberty is kindled in their 
breaſts, and quickly blazing 1 7 into an unquenchable flame, 
n | 2 | that 
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that will ſpeedily conſume thoſe ſhackles by which they have 


been ſo long enflaved. 

Our countrymen may, and have flumbered, but they never 
will /uffer their original — 4 8 
The oppoſition Reform meets with from intereſted and 
bigoted men, ſerves only to inereaſe the numbers of its ad vo- 
cates, and is an immediate proof of the goodneſs of the cauſe; 
the more particularly when any meaſure is 8 by a prie ſt- 
hood, it is generally a good one; for Prieſts love the dark fide, 


and like theological bugs, flee at the a of LICHT: Touch 


the wound and the patient will cry out; thus it is with prieſt- 
craft, ſpeak of Reform, and it immediately roars out againſt 
you, leſt a check ſhould begiven to its rapacity. Money is 
its only deity, and the conſtant order of the day is © Bring 
« priſt to the mill.“ | 


It is our opinion that the proceedings of miniſters in ſuſpend- 
ing the Habeas Corpus Act, and the rigorous proſecution of 
— 4 men on awful charges of High Treaſon, has promot- 
ed the cauſe of Liberty, more than any other means that could 
have been deviſed. By this ſanguinary meaſure, thouſands 
were weaned from the ſtandard of corruption, and the diſci- 

les of deſpotiſm even flood appalled at their vindiQtive cruelty ; 

y which we may fairly infer, that the cauſe of Reform is as 
much beholden to its enemies, as to its friends, in the rapid 

rogreſs it is making throughout the country. The Birming- 
— Patriots who are very numerous, though not regular 
aſſociated, rely with the greateſt confidence on the ability and 
integrity of the London Correſponding Society, and firmly 
truſt nothing will ever cauſe them to relax their zeal and ac- 
tivity in promoting the — good. 

The grand fundamental principles of your Society, Univerſal 
Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, appear to be the wifh of 
the major part of the people of Great Britain; but the beſt 
mode of obtaining that important object, is the defideratum fo 
devoutly wiſhed : Let the people {peak and it muſt be accom- 
pliſhed, if the people WISH IT, THE STRENGTH IS 


THEIR OWN. 


The Day, we doubt not, draws near when the people of 
Great Britain through the medium of their own repreſenta- 
tives, will DECREE © That the Friends of Raben Nuss de- 


ſerved well of their country, We have received your recom- 


mendatory plan to the country Societies, t which has been 
g us from Sheffield; and we highly approve of the 
lame, The Birmingham Conſtitutional Society would be 
happy to co. operate with you in this excellent plan, if there 


| is nothing on your parts that may prove objectionable. 


| It 
+ The plan alluded to is that of the London Reforming Society for the more 
genf ve circulation of political pamphlets, ſee page 437. 85 25 


99 ) 
It is near three months ſince we began to re- organiſe our 
Fociety, and we are happy to announce our endeavours have 
been attended wih ſucceſs, even beyond our moſt ſan- 
guine expectations; nothing but a deſpairing diſpoktion 
prevents the decided majority of Patriots confeſſedly in Bir- 
paingham joining us in our exertions in the grand cauſe of 

Reformation. ; | £ 
We are now eſtabliſhing diviſional meetings of our Society, 
and mean to furniſh you with our progreſs the next opportu- 
nity of writing. . | | : 
Nothing will give us more pleaſure than the honor of your 
correſpondence, which we earneſtly hope will be on every 
occaſion, that may offer for the ſame, Whatever publications 
you are pleaſed to communicate to us, we ſhall cheerfully con- 
tribute in xemitting the expences neceſſarily attached to ſuch 

circulation of uleful inſt ruction. | | 
Citizens, I am ordered to conclude 
in name of the Birmingham Society, 
for Conſtitutional Information, 
Your Fellow Citizens, 

in civic affection, | 

| — — Secretary: 


N. B. The above Letter was ſent by miſtake to the London Reforming Socie! 
who, with that polite frank neſs which always is the peculiar characteriſtic of 8 
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ANSWER TO THE SAME. 


Committee Room, October 23, 1795, 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 


. bo ſentiments of joy manifeſted by the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, on receiving yours of the 14th ult. in 
which you inform us of the Friends of Reform beginning to 
aſſociate in a ſyſtematic and regular manner in Birmingham, 
is much more eaſy to be conceived than deſcribed, To thoſe 
whom deſpair reſtrains from combining their exertions with 
yours, and who are of opinion that the Mende of Parliamenta- 
ry Reform will never attain the grand object, we would wiſh 
to addreſs ourſelves in the following interrogative manner; 
What have you to hope from inertneſs? In Pipe of expe= 
rience, can you {till expect to obtain Reform by lupplication?. 
How long Fellow Countrymen, will you fooliſhly call upon 
Hercules 711! | e 

Reform 


1499 
Reform is not the work of a day, the principles on which 


It is grounded, and the effects it is intended to produce, muſt 


be well digeſted, and extenſively circulated, before ſalitary 
con viction can be impreſſed on the minds of a people envelop- 
ed in the miſt of ignorant enthuſiaſm, It is not by the exertions 
of a few thouſ our object will ever be attained, but by 
thoſe thouſands actively exerting themſelves to inſtruct the 
MILLION, by pointing them out the true ſources from which 
all their — flow : It is the bounden, the facred duty 
of all real Citizens, to lend their aid in perfecting the great 
and good work of Reformation, by ufing every endeavour of 
conveying inſtruftion to their countrymen, and grounding 
them in the principles of the fame: If ſuch means were ſtea- 
dily purſued, an uniformity of ſentiment would prevail, and we 
ſhould ſoon have the inexpreſſible ſatisfaRtion of witneſſing a 


long deluded people burſting their bonds aſunder, and with 


one heart and one voice, THUNDERING WOE TO THOSE 
WHO SHOULD DARE TQ OPPRESS THEM ! 
It gives us infinite ſatisfaction to behold the increaſing ſpirit 


and hberality of our countrymen; public miſery ſeems to be 
the harbinger of enquiry, and knowledge appears to have ſpread 


far wider than thoſe evils which have proved ſuch great 
auxiliaries to its extenſion ; and we hope it will rapidly era- 


dicate that frightful ſyſtem, which cauſes man to embrue his 
hands in the blood of his fellow creature, to ſatisfy the accurſ- 


ed caprice of fome vile oppreſſor, that tears the huſbandman 
from the plongh, and the ſkilful artizan from his employment, 
and robs then of their induſtry, that plunges nations into 
calamity, and diſgrace, and that has placed BRITONS in the 


perilous dilemma of choo{ing between flavith and 3 | 


taxation, or emancipating themſelves and poſterity, by an in- 
flexible attachment, to abide by thoſe principles on which we 
UNITE. | 

The pamphlets which we ſend at this time will give you 
ample information reſpecting the ſituation of our Society; by 
them you will diſcern the uniformity and temper of our pro- 
ceedings, and the happy conſequences reſulting from our ac- 
tivity, will be ſufficiently ianifeſted, The acceſhon of mem- 


ders, the extenſion of our Diviſions, and the cunion of ountry 


Societies with ours, go on auſpiciouſly; and we truſt we ſhall 
ſoon hear of ſimilar ſucceſs attending the endeavours of the 
Birmingham Society for Conſtitutional Information. It is a 
part of the duty we have impoſed on ourſelves to communi- 
eate and receive information reſpecting the great object of our 
purſuit, Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments ; our ſenti- 
ments on this important ſubjet you have, uſe them at your 
diſcretion: Freedom of opinion is the indefeaſible Right of 
Man upon all ſubjets, OO fv 451 


PE | 


171 J 


We earneſtly recommend to all our aſſociated friends to avoid 
themes of religious opinion. The object we have in view, is 
temporal. and intended to confer happineſs upon ourſelves 
and our poſterity, in preſſing forward for its attaintment, reli- 
gious men of all ſuaſions may cheerfully concur—and while 
we are perſuaded, that acts of liberality, benevolence, and hu- 
manity, are inſeparable from a true genuine love of Liberty, it 
would ill become us while c. 


| il complaining of 7 797 OPPR ES. 
SION OURSELVES; To LIFT THE HAND OF INTO- 


LERANCE AGAINST THE CONSCIENCE OF ANY 
FRIEND TO FREEDOM. Moral re&jtude is the beſt proof 
of a good heart, and upon modes of faith, it is not ours to 
diſcriminate—union alone can accompliſh our great deſign, 
of reſtoring national happineſs, and our caule demands the 
Nrifteſt 1 of prudence and diſcretion, as well as the 
exertions of able and honeſt men. | | 


_ Wiſhing a ſpeedy attainment of that good for which we have 
ſociated. | 3 


Me conclude in name and by order of 


The London Correſponding Socicty, 

Your Fellow Citizens, | 490 61 
In civic affection, | B ft DES 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary, _. 

ALEX. GALLOWAY, Afliſtant Scc. 
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Copy of a Letter received from Whitchurch, Salop)- 


nb And rette CITIZENS; I X = 6s 
HE late General Moeting of your Society has gladden- 
ed the hearts of all friends to the Liberties of Mankind, 
theared the drooping ſpirits of a deſponding people, and re- 
vived the dying flame in the boſom of evety Patriot through- 
out the Britiſh 3 fone bal ea eel 
The Happy criſis is faſt approaching, which a fooliſh and 
haughty E. ey have always regarded as chimerical ! when 
man hitherto enveloped in ſhades of darkneſs, will behold the 
— rays of Liberty; reflected in the mirrors of truth and 
Man now begins in entrieſl to regard his Fellow Creatures 
as Brethren, and is uniting againſt Tyranny TT” 


Xx 8 


( 1” } 


Oh Kappy age! oh glotious era! in which men far more il- 
luſtrivus than thoſe crowned monſters who have ravaged the 
the world with murder and defolation! in which men, urged 
by the divine _ of philanthropy, have nobly aſſerted the 


privileges of the human ſpecies over the brute creation! in 
which men have laid the foundation for binding mankind 
together in the indiffoluble ties of relationſhip and fraternity, 
ties never to be rent aſunder by all the coaleſced tyrarits of the 
earth! And which cauſes eventually tend to confer on poſte- 
rity the inappreciable effects ariſing from the inhabitants of 
this tereſtrial globe, . together in the fublime alli- 
ance of UNITY and PEACE!!! | | 
Theſe Fellow Citizens, are the ſentiments of the WHIT- 
CHURCH Patriots, and the principles that aRuate them to 
claim your attention. In this ariſtocratic town, the nurſery 
of pride and its concomitant ignofatice, where avarice ſtifles 
Kumanity, and where men value themſelves not upon their 
philanthropy, patriotiſm, or virtue, but on their gold! Even 
in ſuch a deſert, where the greateſt poſſible crime is poverty! 
where the proud tyrant treats his poor neighbours as ſo many 
ſlaves and who, ſhould they have the temerity to complain of 
their miſeries, are certain to be anſwered in the reproachful 
language of . Begone, ye ſcum of the earth! what rights can ye 
© pretend to, who have not a farthing in your pockets ?— 
„e Away to your wretched hovels!-[t you have not taſted a 
© morſel of bread this ſix weeks, you have plenty of butter- 
& milk and potatoes, with other good things Go labour, and 
& bleſs vour lucky ſtars, for you are better provided for than 
© any other poor throughout the WHOLE WORLD!!!” 
CITIZENS, we again repeat, even in ſuch a deſert, men 
of the moſt callous hearts, and proudeſt diſpoſitions, have 
liſtened to the voice of truth, and have been happily converted 
from their diabolical errors: Chiefly of this deſcription are the 
erſons now anxious to make atonement for paſt errors to in- 
jurect man, by ſtanding forward the aſſerters of his civil and 
religious rights, and alſo to affiliate with your Society in this 
laudable purſuit; ſuch we flatter ourſelves, amongſt many 
other inſtances, is ſome of the happy fruits of your Iabours in 
purſuing the great object of UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.- and 
ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, by which the Liberties of this 
Nation can only be ſecured, and we publicly declare for the 
ſame, owning.you our. Political Fathers, as we never ſhould 
have been converts to thoſe principles, but for your Society, 
FELLOW CITIZENS, we have determined to form our- 
ſelves into a Society, founded on the principles of His GRACE 
THE DUKE OF RICHMOND, and your own!!! To take 
the name of the WHITCHURCH REFORMING * 
| CIET 


* 
N 
d 
8 
& 
1 
* 


L 78 ] 

CIETY,” and we eagerly ſolicit the favour of ybur cbftre- 
ſponding with us in our undettaking. 
Wie are truly ſenſible of the many difficulties we muſt en- 
counter in ſuch a place, but we are alſo ſenſible of the juſtice: 
bf our cauſe, and convinced it will ultimately prevail; a con- 
fideration that cannot fail to buoy us up under whatever per- 
ſecution we may endure, x) 
If this remote corner is worthy of your regard; and it is 
your opinion we are capable of doing any ſervice in the cauſe 
of Liberty, we earneſtly requeſt an anſwer to that purport as 
ſpeedily as poſhble, | 
CITIZENS, we need not acquaint you of the dearth of in- 
formation in a country town, as it is very notorious, that 
molt of the provincial papers are in the pay of Ariftocracy ; by 
which artful manteuvre, the credulous country people are kept 
in brutal 1gnorance, and it is impoſſible to attempt any other 
means of explaining the practices of ariſtocracy towards them 
but by the circulation of cheap Patriotic Publications, which 
if you will take the trouble of ſending; we will freely reim- 
burſe the expences attending the ſame. 

Wiſhirig you ſueceſs in the cauſe of Mankind, we conclude 
with the profoundeſt reſpeR, in civic afteftion, 

Signed by order of 
The WHITCHURCH PATRIOTS, 
| | nn teen Prefident:; 
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Copy bf a Letter ſent to Truro in Cornwall. 


Committee Room, Sepletuber 26, 1795* 
FELLOW C1IT122NS, 


4 

T was with peculiar pleaſure we received à deputatioti 
from The Friends Reform in Truro; and we re- 
ice to hear they expreſs fo ardent a defire of aſſociating to 
obtain a Parliamentary Reform. It is only by aſſociating that 
we can obtain the great object᷑ of our purſuit, namely, Unzverſal 
Su frage and Annual Parlaments, which is the only means of 
reviving that patriotiſm and virtue which corruption and ve- 
nality have deſtroyed; A Reform, and that a radical and ef- 
fectual one, there will be; There is no human power that can 
tawfully or ſucceſsfully refiſt this reafonable, conſtitutional, 
and now indiſpenſible object, if the PEOPLE with an tnired; 
ſolemn, and determined voice, m pronounce © WE WILG 


HAVE IT!” 
: The 
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The voice of the people, once plainly and decidedly utter» 
ed, is a thunder which no government dare reſiſt, and before 
which all corruption muſt diſperſe. The tumult of intem- 

erance may be derided, and ſubdued by the feebleſt Miniſter ; 
— it is not within the limits of miniſterial daring to reſiſt the 


firm and temperate demands of the Britiſh nation. 


In order to render this demand irreſiſtible, it is neceſſary 
that the public ſentiment ſhould be explicitly and generally 
underſtood. It therefore becomes every good Citizen and 
honeſt man, to make his voice heard and his ſentiments known. 
At ſuch a moment, to be ſilent is to be criminal; and the man 


who does not join in reformation, becomes an accomplice in 
the guilt of his rulers. | 


We are not ſurpriſed, Fellow Citizens, to hear that the ma- 
giſtrates oppreſs and perſecute you: thoſe who detett vice 
and falſchood, are ſure to be perſecuted and oppreſſed by the 
vicious and the falſe, who ſeldom forgive the witneſſes of 
their guilt, or the diſcoveries of their hypocriſy. Should the 
magiſtrates ſo far tamper with the fears or venality of the 
publicans, as to prevail upon them not to receive you into 
their houfes, we would adviſe you to hire a private room for 
the uſe of your Society. The laws of your country are clearly 


and decidedly in your favour, and you will then be fixed on 


a rock which your enemies cannot ſhake; but ſhould they then 
have the audacity to interfere with your meetings, your wil- 
dom and prudence, we doubt not, will readily ſuggeſt to you 
that line of conduct which you ought to adopt.— Tell them, 
Fellow Citizens, that every tenement being (in the language 
of our boaſted conſtitution) the caſtle of its occupiers, thoſe oc- 
cupiers muſt have an undoubted conſtitutional right, fo free 
ingreſs and regreſs thereto and therefrom, together with ſuch 

per perſons as they chooſe to introduce or invite :—Tell 


them likewile, Fellow Citizens, that as your Meeting is legal 


and conſtitutional, you are reſolutely determined to defend 
yourſelves againſt the illegal attacks of magiſterial arrogance and 
uſurpation, and that you are reſolved to brave dangers and 
perſecutions, and ſtand, like the Spartan at his poſt, to defend 
your rights to the laſt, 

We herewith tranſmit you twenty-five copies of our Regu- 
lations, and twenty-five copies of the Proccedings of ourlate 
General Meeting. 

And now, Citizens, we bid you adieu for the preſent, hop- 
ing to hear from you ſhortly: We wiſh all poſlible ſucceſs in 
the great cauſe in which you are about to embark, May wiſ- 
dom diſtinguiſh your exertions, and prudence invariably mark 


pour progreſs! | 


We conclude in name and by order of 
The London Correſponding Society. 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary, | 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Alſliſtant Sec, 
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM PORTSMOUTH, + 
To the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


BROTHER CITIZENS, 


HE Portſmouth Conſtitutional and Correſponding Socie- 
ty haſten to open a communication with you, and alſo 
to ſolicit ſuch information as may be deemed uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary to an inſtitution yet in a ſtate of infancy, We have 
aſſembled for ſeveral weeks, without any particular order, 
until a fortnight back, when we began regularly to enter 
members, and have met with great ſucceſs, having admitted 
upwards of thirty at our firſt meeting; the ſentiments of near- 
ly all the DISINTERESTED in Portſmouth being in OUR 
FAVOUR, we are ſanguine in our expectations, of rapidly 
ancreaſing our numbers, | 0 
From the ſituation of this place, it is probable you have con- 
ſidered it as one of the hives of Ariſtocracy; but the reverſe is 


exactly the caſe, the Ariſtocrats being chiefly, if not wholly, 


compoſed of thoſe who hold places under government; the com- 
plex1on of the great body of inhabitants is purely Democrati- 
cal, though many who are good Citizens are prevented from 
avowing their principles 'publicly, by the certainty of being 
— from their relative ſituations in the Dock Yard for 
o doing. * 

Our Lie bre Society is chiefly compoſed of working 
men. whoſe intentions in meeting together are from a firm 
perſuaſion of the neceſſity there is in the preſent alarming criſis, 
for conſolidating, in a regular manner, all the well-wiſhers of 


their country, as the only means of ſaving her from impend- 


ing deſtruction. Should there be any thing improper in this 
addreſs, we requeſt your friendly correction; and if you 
eſteem us worthy of your regard, you may depend on our 
ſteady adherence in perſevering in that ſacred cauſe for which 
you have fo long and ſo gloriouſly ſtruggled, and for which 
the Portſmouth Society has united. The London Correſpond- 
ing Society; we behold with the filial reſpect of children to 
their parent accept us then as your offspring, give us your 
advice, 'and that in an open and friendly manner, as a careful 
father to his ſons, and we ſhall not be unmindful of the ſame. 


Our hearts are with all the family, and we fondly wiſh to be 
UNITED WITH THEM, not only in diftant views, but in 


real perſonal union, It is our ſtudied intention to be particu- 
larly guarded againſt any degree of harſhneſs, either in man- 
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ner or expreſſion; and we hopeour "freedom will be excuſed, 
for as FREEMEN WE ARE PLAIN, The cauſe of Truth 


needs little embelliſhment ; and truth and juſtice, with every 
other claim due to deeply afflicted humanity, are on our fide: 


' With ſuch auxiliaries the VOICE OF REASON is ſure to pre- 


vail over all the deluſive attempts and artful man@uvres of 
Ariſtocratic Sophiſtry. | 
Our Society has ſubmitted for your inſpettion, a copy of 


their Declarations and Regulations; if there ſhould be aught 


contained in them that 15 unſuitable or improper, wer 
your reviſion of the ſame, | 


DECLARATION AND REGULATIONS OF THE 


PORTSMOUTH CONSTITUTIONAL AND CORRESPONDING 
$OCLETY, 


THE members of the aforeſaid Sacicty declare, That they 
aſſociate together for the expreſs purpoſe of communicating 
their ſentiments on what they eſteem National Grievances, 


and their conceptions of ſuch do not in the leaſt militate againſt 


the KINGLY OFFICE, or family of the PRESENT $QVE- 
REIGN » They allo equal diſclaira any unfayourable ideas 

againſt the form of the CONSTITUTION, and, as ſuch, pro- 
teſt againſt all intentions of DISOR DER and RIOTS, declaring 
any ſuch ſymptoms ſhould be manifeſted. in their neighbour 


ood, they will come forward in ſupport of the CIVIL 
LEGAL AUTHORITY. 9 


By the Conſtitution, they underſtand a pure form of three 
eſtates no further connected togetherthan to give efficacy totheir 
proceedings; and they conceive theſe three eſtates to oonſiſt 
of a ſupreme executive or cllief magifirate, which,according.to their 
opinion, conſtitutes the KIN GLY OFFICE, or fri Eſtate. 

Secondly. An aſſembly of NOBLES, that is to ſay, men who 


| have rendered eminent ſervices to the country, or are diſtin- 


uiſhed or their w/dom and virtues, whereby, they have been 

romoted to a ſhare in the legiſlation of the ſame, for the pur- 
Poſe of adviſing on all weighty matters concer ning the public 
weal, as well as forming a check, on thoſe haſty reſolutions 
Daturally attendant on popular aſſemblies, and which at all 
times 1t is totally impoſſible to guard again ſt, eſpecially when 
the public ming is inflated with paſſion, or biaſſed by any par- 
ticular event; and allo to give that neceſſary gravity, and care- 


Ful reviſion ſo juſtly regte in determining on public affairs. 
Thirdly. A Houſe of Repreſentatives, delegated by the freo 
and uninterrupted choice of the whole nation for a ſhort term, and 


ſeſponhble for their, proceedings to theip conſtituents who ara 


„ 
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all perſons of adult years, in poſſeſſion of their reaſon, and 


not incapacitated by crimes. The aforeſaid deputies fo choſen 
are ſubject to be recalled by their reſpe@ive conſtituents, on 
acting conttary to their wiſhes, or forfeiting their confidence. 
Such the Portſmouth Society believes the conſtitution of 
Britain to have been, when firſt framed, and, as ſuch, they 
are zcaloufly attached to the conftatution of King, Lords, and 
'ommons, The intention of their meeting is to reſtore the 
EAUTIFUL FABRIC to its priſtine vigour, by which the 
happineſs of the country can only be advanced, and the fcan- 
* 55 abuſes under which it labours totally eradicated. 
By the {pirit of the Conſtitution, every Citizen poſſeſſes a 
right to meet in a peaceable and orderly manner. 
irſt, For the purpoſe of conveying information to each 
other, and next for the purpoſe of ſtating their complaints to 
Parliament, whenaggrieved ; and alfo to collect the fentiments 
of the whole nation, which cannot be done but by men af- 
ſaciating and correſponding together. Theſe are the ſentiments 
of the Society; and as they are aſſembled with the full purpoſe 
of obſerving the ſtricteſt order among themſelves, ſo they are 
determined not to be inſulted by others, and therefore, to pre- 
ſerve peace and order in their Society, they have agreed ta 
the following regulations, | | 
Firſt, That this Society meet weekly, on a Monday, and 
take the name of the Portſmouth Conſtitutional and Correſpond- 
ing Society. | G0 RY 
Secondly, Every perſon wiſhing to become a member, muſt. 
be propoſed and ſeconded by two members at leaſt, who ſhall 
on no account propole any perſon unlefs they can vouch for 
the credibility of his character, and alſo are convinced his ap- 
plication proceeds from the knowledge of our principles, and 
he convittion of the neceſſity there is for preſerving order, 
— and firmneſs, which are the grand pillars of our 
union. 5 
Thirdly, The names, occupations and refidences of all the 
members, to be kept in a book provided for that purpoſe, and 
each; member to pay thirteen pence per quarter, to be applied 
in diſcharging all expences that may be incurred in the pur- 
ſuit of our grand object, an account of which ſhall be deliver- 
ed into the Society every month. 
Fourchly. In order to preſerve à right underſtanding with 
any other Society chat may be induced to form in our neigh- 
pourhood, profeſſing the ſame principles as ourſelves; a mem- 
bar ſhalll be deputed in our name to agree in the promotion of 
lach meafures as may be deemed neceſfary, our Society firſt 
approving and conſenting to the ſame, © 
Fifthly,. Namember ſhall be permitted to enter the Society's 
room iu a ſtate of incbriety, and each member to be parti- 
vn R 3 
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cularly care ful to avoid perſonality, and har ſhneſs of expieſ- 
ion to each other in the courſe of debate, 

Sixthly. A Chairman ſhall be appointed to preſide at our 
meetings, who ſhall be conſidered in every reſpect, by each 
member, the conſervator of order and decorum during the 
continuance of the ſitting, | 

Seventhly. Two Stewards and a Secretary ſhall be appoint- 
ed to have the charge of the books, papers, caſh, &c, apper- 
taining to the Society, | 

Theſe Citizens, are our Regulations, which we requeſt you to 
reviſe and correct in what you deem neceſſary; and we beg 
you particularly to con ſider our aflertion of rigidly perſevering 
in the cauſe, and coming forward in ſupport of the civil 
legal authority if occaſion requires, We Ma the pleaſure to 
enter Ten New Members laſt night of meeting. 

Having nothing more to communicate at preſent, we wait 
for your ſpeedy anſwer, and ſubſcribe ourſelves your Fellow 
Citizens, | | 

IN CIVIC AFFECTION, | 
—— Stewards, 
— Secretary. 


—  —— | 


ANSWER TO THE SAME. 
October. 8th 1794, 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 


HE London Correſponding Society congratulate you on 
the motives and ſpirit of your Aſſociation, manifeſted 
by your communication of the 2gth ult, Your expreſſions of 
confidence and eſteem we received with ſincere ſatisfattion, 
for nothing could be more grateful to our feelings, than the 
honeſt appiobation of Fellow Citizens voluntarily embarking 
with us to promote the Proſperity and Freedom of our country, 
and the happincſs of poſterity, TI 
" You will diſcern by the Regulations of our Society, of which 
we ſend vou twelve copies, how intimately our principles and 
rule of conduct coincide with your own ; it has been our uni- 
form ſentiments, that the good ſenſe of this country, actively 
e is competent to retrieve it from all the grievances and 
diſgraces into which it has been drawn and inhdiouſly plun- 
ed by great bad men, In the ordinary regulations of particu- 
ar Societies connected with us as you now are, we have there- 
fore deemed it eſpecially incumbent upon us to recommend a 
Vigorous exertion of your own efforts in preference to a par- 


tial 


[ 79 ] 


tial or implicit reliance on others, or even on ourſelves: we 
know the virtues of the land,and that it is not upon the labour 
or zcal of a particular body, however great or many, that the 
future ſafety glory and happineſs of this country depends: 


Me therefore on, this as we ſhall on all other occaſions recom- 


mend to you to think boldly, decide calmly, and act prudent- 
ly ; but be firm. 7 

The tenor of your Letter ſtrengthens the diſcreet regulation 
of your conduct and proceedings; if, on the peruſal of our 
forms, you perceive any particular deſerving your adoption, 
your own judgments will not mislead you: T ruſt to them. 

We like wiſe ſend you fix copies of the DUKE OF RICH- 
MOND'S LETTER TO COLONEL SHARMAN, and the 
State of Parliamentary Repreſentation : they contain nearly all 
that 1s eſſential to a knowledge of the can and means of cor- 
recting national grievances ; no friend to Reform ſhould be ig- 
norant of any particular of theſe, and we doubt not you will 
think yourſelves individually obliged to attain a minute ac- 
quaintance therwith, and to adviſe thoſe of your friends who 
may be uninformed as to matters in which every man who 
breathes Britiſh air has an intereſt!!! 

You will ſee the propriety of furniſhing us with periodical 
returns of your numbers, and ſuch information of other So- 
cieties that may be induced to form either by branching from 
yours, or after your example, in your town and neighbour- 
hood ; on our parts we ſhall not be unmindful. Remember 
that REFORM is the cardinal point of our purſuit—be ſteady 
and watchfu!, the tract is difficult but diſtin& ; Univerſal Suf- 
frage and Annual Parliaments are our only means of hope, for 
without our future Peace and Freedom, with the Liberty and 
happineſs of our poſterity, muſt be blotted out for ever! 

Ihe poiſonous channels of corruption, the treacherous miſts 
of Ariſtocratic and Superſtitious deluſion, are the ſole ob- 
ſtructions in the road to national proſperity ; but they will fink 
and fade away before men united by reaſon, virtue and liberty. 
AR then with intrepid integrity; be communicative, but cau- 
tious; be temperate in argument, for truth omnipotent over 
error is weakened by violence; love peace, perſevere; avoid 
the bane of religious controverſy, bear every reſpect for the laus 
that is due to them: by ſuch conduct, we mult infallibly 
ſucceed, in reſcuing this much long deluded and aggrieved 
NATION from her preſent miſery, and ſoon have the glo- 
rious conſolation of reſtoring her once more to the enviable diſ- 
tinction of the moſt free Nation on earth. 

We conclude in name and by order of 
The London Correſponding Society, 
JOHN ASHLEY, Secretary. 
ALEX, GALLOWAY, Aſſiſtant Sec, 
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LETTER TO CtTIZEN LAPWORTH, 


| Committee Room, Oftober 90, 1793. 
FELLOW CITIZER, 


Am defired by the Executive Committee of the London 
Correſponding Society, to inform you, that upon a conſis 
ion of the correſpondence, and circumſtances attending 
your Election to the Committee of Arrangement, and the 
unpleaſant fituation in which you muſt have felt yourſelf 
placed, when you appeared in that Committee, under the ſup- 
poſition (though a miſtaken one) that your Election had been 
reſcinded; I am therefore to inform you, that the miſtake has 
ariſen from the Citizens Binns and Galloway, not having 
been previouſly acquainted with the intention and ſubſequent 
application for their removal on the part of the Committee of 
Arrangement; and after the vote had paſſed for. withdrawin 
thoſe Citizens, that they had not received a notification o 
dur reſolution to that effect. | 
I therefore inform you that your election having never 
been meved, nor meant to be ſuperſeded, ſtands good as at 
firſt intended, and we hope you will with the liberality, which 
becomes a real Citizen embarked in a good cauſe, lend your 
aid in the diſcharge of that duty, to which you have been 
honourably appointed. EEE 
2+ By order of the Executive Committee, 


JOHN ASHLEY, Seeretary, 


Wc THE CONCLUSION OF THE CORRESPONDENCE; 
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CONCLUSORY ADDRESS, 


TO THE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


K hho = CommiTTEE or AkRANCEmeNT deem it neceſſary to 
inform their Brother Citizens and the Public in general, 
that the Executive Committee is already in poſſeſſion of many 
Intereſting Letters, and are daily receiving others from various 
parts of the Nation ; which will be publiſhed at a future op- 
portunity. | | | 

The Committee cannot forbear congratulating their Fellow 
Citizens, on the very great ſucceſs already attendant on their 
exertions in the caule of Reform, which is ſufficiently evin- 
ced by the foregoing letters contained in this publication. It 
cannot fail to be particularly grateful to the feelings of 
every individual who has the happineſs of his fellow creatures 
at heart, when he views the rapid ſtrides mankind are making 
in the attainment of uſeful 9 Man, long deluded 


man! now begins to diſcern the dignity of his nature, and is 


convinced he is ſomething more than the mere machine of 
thoſe whom he has habitually conſidered as beings of a ſu- 
perior order to himſelf: he now ſees the ſuperiority of the 
human ſpecies over each other conſiſts only in the acquire- 
ments they have made in the attainment of knowledge and 
virtue. With infinite ſatisfaction do we obſerve our Country- 
men arduouſly purſuing the dictates of Reaſon, and attentively 
Tenn its clear and fair deductions; equally indifferent 
whether they proceed from the ſerpentine tongue of a ſapient 
ſeconder to @ loyal addreſs in St. Stephen's Chapel, or from the 
unmuſical throat of a Copenhagen Houſe Politician, The people 
have diſcoyered who are their real friends, and they can dif- 
tinguiſh the motives by which thoſe are actuated who havelong 
wiſhed to make them the hobby-horſe whereby they might ſtalk 
antopower; and likewiſe the intentions of thoſe already in place, 
who after having fattened upon the good things of office, will re- 
ſign their fituations when no longer tenable with ſafety to them. 


ſelves. © Ride and tie is now exploded, and the SWINISH 


MULTITUDE are well aware that it matters very little who 
are the HOG DRIVERS, while the preſent wretched ſyſtem of 
corruption is in exiſtence, | 

Britons are faſt emerging from the extreme folly into which 
they have been led by the numerous cluſter of leeches, who 
have ſo long been preying upon their vitals, as well as from 
the want of ſufficient information reſpecting the Principles 

and lutentions of the London Correſponding Society. 
They have now found out that the diſſaffection with which 
have been charged, amounts only to a diſſaffection to 
thoſe abuſes, of which the Country ſo weighuly , 
L the 


the effects at the preſent juncture: alſo that the charge of 
your being inimical to Monarchical government takes its riſe 
from your having dared to reſi ſt the Treaſonable and Facobitical 
Doctrine of the DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS; and becaule 
you would not implicitly adopt the ſame, in compliance with 
Edmund Burke's jeſuitical and dogmatical raphſodies ; chooſ- 
ing rather to qualify your acceptance of ſuch a prepoſterous 
poſition in the expreſs terms of a Noble Author who declares, 
« If Kings have a divine Tight, it is @ divine right to govern well; 
a diwine right to govern ill is an abſurdity, and to aſſert it is blaſ- 
fphemy. And further, the accuſation of your being enemies to 
Peace, Order, Law, and Religion, originated in the diſlike you 
have ſo uniformly manifeſted at the ſhameful inequality of 
the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament and from which 
every evil has its lource ; together with your noble attempt to 
reſcue the Democratical part of the Conſtitution from the ell- 
devouring jaws of Ariſtocracy, The aſſertion ſo induſtriouſly 
circulated, of your wiſhing to enforce the Agrarian on of 
_ equalizing property, and which has been made the ſ{care-crow. 
to frighten every weak minded perſon throughout the nation, 
has been examined, and is found to be an artful perverſion of 
the doctrine you have aſſerted: That every perſon has an in- 
diſputable and indefealible right to an equal protection of the law; 
whereby is meant, the pooreit man having an equal chance of 
obtaining the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, in oppoſition 
to the moſt opulent, who ſhould dare to oppreſs him. 1 would 
be tedious to repeat the numerous vile intentions which have 
been imputed to you; ſuffice it to lay, that they have in general 
been ſo extravagant, that none but the moſt unprincipled and 
wicked could have deviſed them, and which could have been 
impoſed upon none but the moſt credulous and ignorant, 
Your ſteady and inflexible perſeverance under the moſt 
trying circumſtances, with the minute and public ſcrutiny 
of your real motives and condutt ; has been the means of re- 
moving, in a great degree, the unfavourable impreſſions reſult- 
ing from the villanous aſſertions of the enemies to Mankind, 
and the ſupporters of Corruption. | 
The event of your late 5 Meeting in St George's 
Fields, amply teſtifies for the favourable opinion conceived 
of your cauſe, ſince the failure and expoſure of the ſangui- 
nary intentions of Ariſtocracy, Your conduct at that meet- 
ing, contraſted with the illegal negle&, and contemptuous 
behaviour of thoſe whoſe bounden duty it is to liſten to the prayers 
of the people, is ſufficiently ſtriking ; and our countrymen have 
not been unmindful of the (ame, and have drawn their con- 
cluſions accordingly, What ſay they? Has it not always been 
acknowledged, that it is the right of Britons to petition for a 
Redreſs of their Grievances? And have we not been told, this 
right was confirmed to us at the glorious Revolution of _ 
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If this is really the caſe, of what utility is this boaſted right, 
if the petitioners have not a right to receive an ANSWER to 


their ſupplications? Then, Citizens, mark what follows: Why 


ſay the people, under theſe circumſtances we mult conſider 
this right nugatory, and no right at all. The next enquiry 
that follows by way of replication from the timeſervers, is, who 


dares to argue in this preſumptuous manner? Do ye not know . 
that it is a maximeſtabliſhed on the authority of that profound 


lawyer, Judge Blackſtone, * 7 hat the King can do no wrong? 
Ah, echoes the people, it is very true! Judge Blackitone has 
laid down that polition, but then we mult allo take the context 
into our conſidetation, before we allow of the ſame; for this 
great law Juminary might as well have laid it down as a maxim 
that the King can do no right, but that is not a ſufficient reaſon 
for usto eſtabliſh ſuch a propolition implicitly, But let Black- 
ſtone ſpeak for himſelf : he ſays, That neither the KING 
* norcither HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT (collettively taken) 
js capable of doing any Wrong; ſince, in ſuch a caſe, the 
„law feels itſelf incapable of furniſhing any adequate re- 
„% medy. For which reaſon, all oppreſſions which may hap» 
open to ſpring from any branch of the ſovereign power, mult 
* neccſſarily be out of the reach of any ſtated rule, or expreſs 


legal proviſion; but, if ever they unfortunately happen, 


© the prudence of the times muſt provide new remedies upon new emer- 
« gencies.”” Fellow Citizens, judge for yourſelves, and deter- 
mine whether ſuch an emergency does not preſent itſelf in the 


contemptuous neglett ſhewn to your petition, by witnholding | 


the Royal pleaſure on the ſame? Certainly it does; and it is for 
your wiſdom to provide in a legal and conſtitutional manner, 
a proper remedy for this grievance, and great breach of your priui- 
leges. Such, Citizens, have been the terms in which the gene- 
rality of the friends to Britiſh Freedom have commented on 
the reſult of your proceedings in St. George's Fields, and is 
one of the happy enquiries that has reſulted from your endea- 


vours in promoting that cauſe for which you are aſſociated; 


and by which the premiſes ſo conſtantly laid down by the ad- 
vocates of Tyranny in conjunction with crown Lawyers, 
% That the King can do no wrong,” has been ſufficiently de- 
teted, and rendered falſe, and perfectly ridiculous, 

Your laſt General Meeting at Copenhagen Houſe, and your 
uſual orderly and peaceable demeanour, have penetrated your 
Fellow Countrymen with admiration, at our firmneſs in aſ- 
ſerting your rights and privileges ; and have demonſtrated to 


them, that even a multitude uniform in ſentiment, and actuated 


by a real regard for their own happineſs, notwithſtanding 
they may appear in the habiliments of Coblers, Coalheavers, 
Butchers, 2 &c. &c. yet they can meet in a decoroug 


manner, and coolly inveſtigate the cauſes of the miſeries, un- 
der which they labour, and pcaceably propoſe ſuch remedies 
as they may judge expedient and necellary, and then return ag 

peaceably 
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q ably home to their reſpective habitations, without ma- 
nifeſting the ſighteſt appearance of tumult or diforder, Such, 
cus, is ſome of the happy effects of that ſyſtem you are 
fo affiduouſly purſuing, in teaching man a thorough knowledge 
of himſelf, as well as of his rights. It has been ſaid a good 
Tree bringeth forth good fruit, the ſame is obſervable of man- 
kind; keep them in a ſtate of ignorant barbarity, ſet them on 
a wild gooſe chaſe in purſuing the ſhadow, that their Oppreſſors 
may run off with the ſubſtance ; and endeavour to abſorb their 
faculties by bigotry and enthuſiaſm, and then indeed it would 
be rather à dangerous experiment to convene a multitude of 
ſuch characters together, and tell them at once how they had 
been aggrieved and impoſed upon; leſt their narrow minds 
ſhould lead them to ſhew no bounds to their reſentment againſt 
their oppreſſors. But it is not the caſe with men acting under 
the impulſe of Reaſon, for their ideas are enlarged, they have 
an accurate view of the object of their purſuit, and the means 
by which it is to be obtained; and alſo they are well aware of 
the ſocial relation they ought to bear in Society. From ſuch - 
men as theſe, however numerous they aſſemble, no poſſible 
Evil can be attended to the country, but on the contrary, the 
Creme good is to be expected, and will infallibly Low 
eir endeavours, for it is the ſure means of rapidly circulating 
regular and fixh principles from man to man throughout 
the Nation, therSy teaching the People at large the true road 
to knowledge and happineſs, which is the primary objeR the 
London Correſponding Society have in view, and is the real 
motive of their aſſociation, and by which means they can only 
accompliſh the wiſh of their hearts. — tters is a 
convincing proof of the practicability of the grand plan you are 
uing, by them yon can perceive that a uniformity of ſentiment in 
a great degree prevails throughout the Nation, that mankind 
are becoming reaſonable creatures; and that the happy jubilee 
is rapidly approaching when Man ſhall ceafe to plunge a dagget 
into his Brother's breaſt to gratify the caprice of ſame vile op- 
preſſor, and when the deftroying ſword ſhall be forged into > 
eploughſhare to procure the fruiis of the earth inſtead, of being 
Rained with HUMAN BLOOD, 
Citizens, all the miſeries that mankind ſuffer ars in a great 
meaſure imputable to themſelves, by their neglecting to obtain 
ſuch information as might lead them in the road to their own 
happineſs. Yours be the Godlike taſk to inſtruct them! you 
already ſee ſome of the happy conſequences attendant on your 
Jabours, let this ſtimulate you to redouble your exertions in 
promoting knowledge amongſt your Countrymen ; teach 
them their Rights, and point out to them the Wrongs under 
Which they have long been labouring and the effects of ſuch in- 
ſtrutt ĩon though perhaps not inſtantaneous will yet be certain, 
and OUR COUNTRY WILL BE EMANCIPATED FROM THOSS 
EVILS UNDER WHICH SHE LABOURS, | 
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LINE 2 for of rude the, read, of the rude 


for as, read ſo 

for wkiom, read whom 

for friend, read friends 

for ſentinal, read ſentinel 

for friend, read friends 

for ime, read time ® 

for friend, read friends „ 
for Londonb, read London 

for 2 8 read irreſiſtible 
for emblamatic, read emblematic 
for ſtrenous, read ſtrenuous 

for legliſlation, read legiſlation 
for diſtinictions, read diſtinctions 
for Page 47, read Page 23 

for cunton, read union 

for ountry, read country 

for attaintment, read attainment 


4 for tereſtrial, read terreſtrial, 


